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CHAPTER I x
INTRODUCTION
Background
Settlement of the area that was later to become the 
State of Nebraska was dependent upon a complex series of 
international, national and regional events. Figures (l) 
and (2) illustrate the chronology of legal delimitation 
of the territory into what is now Nebraska.
At the time of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, there 
were no permanent white settlements within present day 
Nebraska. Footloose traders and trappers, however, had 
established various posts along the Missouri River. One 
of the more prominent of the early trading posts was built 
by an American Fur Company trader named Manuel Lisa who 
built Fort Lisa ten miles north of Omaha in 1812. Lisa 
has been credited as the first white farmer in Nebraska 
since, "....he brought to Nebraska the seed of the great 
squash, the lima bean, and the turnip....."1
An important group of migrants who passed through early 
Nebraska was a party of Astorian fur traders. In 1813, 
they became lost on a return journey eastward from the
Addison Sheldon, Nebraska, the Land and the People. 
Vol. I, (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 193l)# P« 183•
(Hereafter cited as Sheldon, Nebraska).
2Figure 1
Historical Delimination of Nebraska
Louisiana
Purchase
(1803)
Missouri Territory
(1812)
Arkansas
Territory
Source: Denis M. Ward, "A Spatial Analysis of County
Seat Location in Nebraska, 185^-1930," Ph.D. Dissertation, 
University of Nebraska-Lineoln, 1973 ♦ PP» 26 and 28. 
Hereafter cited as Ward, "County Seat."
Figure 2
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Source: Ward,'"County Seat," pp. 28 and 30*
4Columbia River and crossed the Rocky Mountains near the
headwaters of the North Platte River at South Pass, Wyoming.
Under severe personal hardships, the trappers followed the
Platte across present-day Nebraska. As a consequence:
. . .this return party of Astorians made known 
the North Platte Valley route to the crossing 
of the Rocky Mountains and thus directed future 
travel from the Missouri River across Nebraska 
to the Pacific Coast.
The discovered route was to evolve into the Oregon Trail 
which would play a major role in the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of American migrants who, for decades, confirmed 
the words of Zebulon Pike when he said ". . .our citizens 
are too prone to rambling and extending themselves on fron­
tiers.”-^
An equally important event during Nebraska's early
history as an undefined portion of Louisiana was a report
compiled after the Major Long expedition of 1819-1820. As
a result of the report, all land between the Missouri River
and the Rocky Mountains became popularly known as "the
Great American Desert" to which Major Long would not:
. . .hesitate to give the opinion that it is 
wholly unfit for cultivation and habita­
tion. . ./with^. . ,a surface presenting the 
aspect of jfiopeless and irreclaimable steril- 
i ty. * * .
^Ibid. pp. I86-I87.
3Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Plains (New York: 
Grosset and Dunlap, 1931), p~ 5 ^  (Hereafter cited as Webb, 
Great Plains.)
^Sheldon, Nebraska. pp. 189 .and 190.
5Long’s report was widely circulated and might have hindered 
settlement on the Great Plains.
Addison Sheldon calls the period 1827-1854 the "obscure 
middle period" and describes the era as a time between 
periods of exploration and development. During the middle 
period, Nebraska was included in a portion of the nation's 
land mass known as the Unorganized Territory. General senti­
ment toward the Unorganized Territory concluded that it 
would remain Indian country to which tribes from the rest 
of the nation could be transported. The Indian Country Act 
of 1834 prohibited all white settlement and land claims with­
in the Unorganized Country.-^ Nevertheless, Sheldon estimates 
a resident white population of 200 people distributed between 
Bellevue and Fort Kearney (Nebraska City) during this time. 
What is more, up to 5t000 migrants continued to use the 
Platte Valley through Indian Country each summer during the 
middle period.^
During Sheldon's obscure middle’ period, the word "Nebraska" 
was applied to a proposed territory. In his annual rep’ort, 
dated December, 1844, Secretary of War William Wilkens would
. . .confine the Nebraska Territory to our undis­
puted possessions on this side of the Rocky 
Mountains. Its boundary line would commence at
^Ibid. -p. 220. 
Ibid. p. 223.
6the mouth of the Kansas River to the mouth 
of the Running Water (Niobrara River) and 
pursue that river to the head of its north­
ern branch, thence due west to the Wind River 
chain, turning southward from this point the 
line would continue along side the Wind River 
•Range and the main line of the Rocky Mountains 
to the head of the Arkansas, and Pawnee Fork, 
pass by the heads of the Neosho and Gsage to 
the Mouth of the Kansas.?
Early proposals to form a territory were based upon 
desires to provide firmer federal authority for westbound 
emigrants and to create military posts to counter potential
Q
British attacks on Oregon. Interwoven with national defense 
and migrant protection, were complex political considera­
tions that involved slavery, railroads and Indian problems.
Intricacies that surrounded the creation of Nebraska, 
and its sister state*Kansas, as territories, are summarized 
by James C. Olson:
Steven Douglas was determined to create Chicago as 
the national rail center. Southern interests 
wanted a southern transcontinental rail connection 
and opposed admittance to the union of additional 
free territory. To further complicate a complex 
situation there remained the Indian problem. . . .
By I850., the Indian country was not outside the 
United States, it was right in the middle, a 
barrier that had to be removed. . .against a 
backdrop of violently conflicting cross purposes, 
expansionist politics and local ambition, the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act became law. . . .9
?Ibid, p. 230.
8lbid. p. 231.
9james C. Olson, History of Nebraska (Lincoln: Univ
of Nebraska Press, 1966), pp. 67-77* (Hereafter cited as 
Olson, History of Nebraska.)
7Fortunately, conflicting sectional interests were in
a compromising mood after the election of 1852. On May 30»
185^, President Franklin Pierce signed the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill, which created two territories:
. . .Kansas between the 37 th and 40 th parallels, 
from the Missouri River to the Crest of the Rockys, 
/sic7, and Nebraska which was to be situated 
between the 40 th and 49th parallels from the 
Missouri River and Minnesota territory to the 
Crest of the Rockys /sic7 .
During the complexities leading to the creation of
Nebraska as a territory:
. . .the wagons rolled west, their heavy wheels
grinding deep ruts in the Platte Valley. . . .The 
pioneer was not going to be stopped at the Missouri 
or any other point. . . . 1
Many mid-nineteehth century Americans believed:
Zlt is7 our manifest destiny to overspread and 
to possess the whole of the continent which 
Providence has given us for the development 
of the great experiment of liberty. . ./and7 
there is in fact no such thing as title to the 
wild lands of the new world except that which 
actual possession gives. They belong to who­
ever will redeem them. . *and subjugate them 
to the use of man. . . . ^
The availability of unsettled land with agricultural 
or mineral potential produced migrants who occupied, or
10Ibid. pp. 75-76.
^ Ibid, pp. 66 and 68.
^ R a y  Allen Billington, The Far Western Frontier. 1830- 
1860 (New York: Harper and Row, 1956), pp. 145 and 149.
(Hereafter cited as Billington, Far Frontier.)
8momentarily bypassed, a series of frontiers on various 
American "wests." Nebraska played a role in the lives of 
tens of thousands of individuals as they passed through or 
settled the area in search of California and Colorado gold,
Salt Lake salvation and Great Plains homesteads. Migrants 
and the footloose played a significant role in the state's 
history.
Perhaps the greatest resource early Nebraska possessed
was the Platte Valley Corridor. Between 1841 and 1866, it
is estimated that 350,000 migrants passed through Forts
Kearney and Laramie after they were funnelled into the broad
Platte Valley through Missouri River ports at Westport Landing,
St. Joseph, Independence, Council Bluffs, Omaha, and Florence.
The Platte Valley, in the words of General William T. Sherman,
had three cardinal virtues: "It is dry, it is level, and
13it goes in exactly the right direction," J
General knowledge concerning the Platte Valley as an 
east-west .transportation route spread gradually as reports 
and accounts of trappers, traders, missionaries and military 
expeditions became known and circulated. Mineral wealth 
and available land in other regions of the growing American . 
nation attracted hundreds of thousands of transient settlers.
-^Merril J. Mattes, The Great Platte River Road (Lincoln: 
Nebraska State Historical Society, 1969") » PP * 9 and 23* 
(Hereafter cited as Mattes, Platte River Road.)
9Access along the Platte route to the Pacific Coast 
served to make the Nebraska section of the Great Plains 
known as an area with a "season and climate that leaves the 
vast expanse open to the husbandman" and a realization that 
it was "susceptible of a high state of culture." The mi­
grant Martha Moore acknowledged the absence of "Alpine
v
heights to awe the beholder", but the plains did have a 
certain rural beauty which fellow traveller Frank Young 
agreed could be, "desolate and dreary but contained an exhil­
aration." In fact one traveler felt emigrants buried on
the Nebraska Plains should be satisfied they had died in
IIl
"natures garden."
Mass migration through the Platte Valley helped confirm 
the notion that large acreages of agricultural land were 
available. Within the philosophy of Manifest Destiny, the 
land would belong to whoever redeemed it from the Indians.
Marcus Lee Hansen acknowledges that a significant portion 
of the past deals with "Mankind in motion over various portions 
of the globe. After 200 years of national expansion, the
^ Ibid. p. 239.
l^Mareus Lee Hansen, The Immigrant in American History 
(New York: Harper and Row"i 196*0 , *p. 3"• (Hereafter cited 
as Hanson, Immigrant in History.)
10
moti’on of the American people had:
. . .come as far as Missouri and Iowa. . .new 
settlers rolled westward in hordes. . . .By 1840,
100,000 people occupied Arkansas. Missouri 
increased to over 200,000 and in the next decade 
Iowa grew from 43*000 to 192,000 /people/.16
With the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in May,
1854, the territory of Nebraska was open for settlement
with high hopes of becoming:
. . .the busy theatre of industrial pursuits,
of trade and politics. . .a theatre where ambi­
tious men will meet and contest the narrowpass 
that leads to wealth and distinction. . ./Sid/ 
their occupation will be that of agriculture. . . . *
Statement of Pboblem:
An attempt will be made to answer the following questions
concerning Nebraska's early native-born farm population
during the settlement years 1854-1860:
1. What were the total numbers in the farm population?
2. What were the origins of the farm population:
a. with respect to states of birth
b. with respect to previous residence.
3. What was the most significant factor determining 
migrant supply; distance to state of birth or 
distance to state of origin?
16John A. Garraty, The American Nation (New York:
Harper and Row, 1971), pp. 368-369. (Hereafter cited as 
Garraty, American Nation.)
^ The Nebraska Palladium. October 18, 1854, cited in:
Mary Ann Jakl, "The Immigration and Population of Nebraska 
to 1870," Unpublished Master's Thesis, University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, 1936, p. 7» (Hereafter cited as Jakl, 
"Immigration and Population.")
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4. After the initial year of settlement (185^-1855)t 
did a trend develop in which more migrants left 
directly from their states of nativity?
5. Did settlement stratification based upon common 
national region of birth occur within Nebraska?
6. What was the sex and age composition of the native 
born farm population?
7. How great was the surplus of single males over 
twenty-one years of age to single females over 
sixteen years of age?
8. What were the persistence rates of the early farm 
population and what factors might have determined 
persistence rates?
9. How did the above characteristics of the farm 
population change through the years 185^-1860?
Methodology:
Censuses are available for Nebraska's initial settlement 
period, 185^-1860. Portions of the 185^» 1855* and 1856 
territorial censuses and the i860 Federal census present 
information which may be used to determine changes in farm 
population characteristics on a newly opened frontier within 
a short six year time period.
Information on total numbers in the farm population and 
their states of birth is available in the censuses. This 
information will be related through regression analysis to
12
determine whether or not distances to states of birth sig­
nificantly affected migrant supply.
Short family biographies and genealogical journals 
provide some information on previous states of residence 
(states of origin). Regression analysis will be applied to 
this information to determine the significance of distances 
to prior states of residence as sources of farm migrants. 
Additional linear regression will be applied to distances 
to children's birth places, as presented by the i860 Federal 
census, to infer previous residences of the i860 native born 
population.
Census material also contains information which may be 
combined with early Nebraska maps to determine whether or 
not migrants with a common national region of birth tended 
to settle within the same census district in Nebraska (settle­
ment stratification).
Territorial censuses of 185^, 1855. and 1856 give the 
age and sex composition of the farm population in the broad 
categories of: Males 21 or over; males 16 to 20; females 16
and over; and, males and females under 16. The Federal 
Census of i860 indicates specific ages of the population. 
Information from the censuses will be used to determine age 
and sex structures of the farm population and their distribution 
at census enumeration points in Nebraska. Census information
13
on ages and sex will be used to calculate sex ratios (through 
a methodology described in Chapter II) to determine how 
large the surplus of males was on the frontier at various 
enumeration points.
Persistence rates will be determined by comparing the 
continuity of farm household heads as they are recorded 
from census to census. The continuity of all farm house­
hold heads will be noted as they may or may not have per­
sisted through the censuses of 185^-1856. Due to a much 
larger population in i860, however, persistence of 1856- 
1860 farmers will be determined through a sampling of names 
in the i860 census.
Census information factors that may have influenced 
persistence rates through the years 185^-1860 is very limited. 
Family sizes, however, are indicated and will be analyzed 
by regression analysis to determine whether or not larger 
farm families tended to persist longer than smaller families.
Changes in farm population characteristics at various 
census enumeration locations will be noted by comparing the 
census of 185^. 1855. 1856 and i860. Census information will 
be applied to original 185^ census districts in Nebraska.
The boundaries of the original districts will be retained 
as a reference framework throughout the study. Changes through 
time will be noted at enumeration points within the reference 
framework.
Straight line regressions and correlation coefficients 
will be calculated by a Texas Instrument SR-51A calculator. 
The calculator performs a least squares linear regression 
on two variables and computes the degree of association 
between variables by calculating a correlation coefficient 
(Pearson's "r") through a routine which uses the formula*
N
r = \  x.iyi
- X  y
i = r
N
sd.x sd.y
where: sd.x = standard deviation of x values
sd.y = standard deviation of y values
Straight line best fits only will be computed for data 
in the present study. It is realized that better regression
lines might be found by experimenting with curvilinear forms,
but such experimentation will not be attempted for the study. 
Review of Literature:
Donald Bogue defines migration as "changes of residence 
that involve a complete change and readjustment of the com­
munity affiliation of the individual." Through the process 
of migration, the migrant undergoes major social and economic
15
~\ 8adjustments. Bogue states that there are no laws governing 
migration since migration deals with a highly complex array 
of interrelated events within a multitude of situations.^
Past research does, however, permit the following statements 
concerning migration:
1. In-or-out migration to a point from several other 
points varies inversely with the distance.
2. High rates of in-migration tend to be accompanied
by high rates of out-migration.
3* Persons in their late teens, twenties or early
thirties are more mobile than persons in other
age groups.
Everett S. Lee, who reviewed earlier works on migration 
by E. G. Ravenstein, concludes that no comparable excursions 
into migration theory have been made in the Twentieth Century. 
Lee states that the only generalization that may be made 
concerning internal migration is that migrants tend to be 
young adults or persons in their late teens.
John I. Clarke also acknowledges the absence of universal 
laws related to migration theory, and, in such a situation,
bernal Migration," in Philip M. 
m, eds., The Study of Population 
.cago Press, 1959)» PP* ^86-509. 
'Internal Migration.")
leory of Migration," in G. J.
Schnell, eds., Population Geography, 
Hill, 1970), pp. 288-298". (Here- 
of Migration.")
16
"the geographer finds himself at home in the study of 
21migrations." Clarke considers that the complex circum­
stances involved in internal migration came from an inter­
relationship between twenty-five migration stimulating 
situations, fifteen destination selection factors, and ten 
socio-economic conditions which may encourage or hinder
pp
population mobility. **
Edward A. Ackerman discusses geographic studies of demo­
graphic characteristics and the relationship between geography 
and demography. Ackerman identifies specific demographic 
areas for geographic inquiry, including the analysis and 
synthesis of data. Analysis and synthesis deal with meaningful 
interpretation of census enumeration by utilizing data from 
one census or by detection of trends through the use of 
several succeeding censuses.^3
. . .perhaps most numerous /studies/ have been 
straight forward interpretations of enumera­
tions which attempted to provide a descrip­
tion. . .and some of the most interesting 
studies have concerned population interpreted 
from a series of census returns. ^
2iJohn I. Clarke, Population Geography (Oxford: Permagon
Press, 1965)» p* 125 (Hereafter cited as Clarke, Geography.) ,
22Ibid.
- 2^Edward A. Ackerman, "Geography and Demography," in
Philip M, Hansen and Othis Dudley Duncan, eds., The Study of 
Population (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1959)*
pp. 717-727* (Hereafter cited as Ackerman, "Geography and 
Demography.")
17
Ackerman considers previous studies based on historic 
census returns to be "good examples of geographical method 
to an illumination of trends." In addition, migrations and 
their distributional aspects are cited as "attractive sub­
jects for geographers" which illustrate a concern with areal 
changes in p o p u l a t i o n . C e n s u s  data used for the geographic 
study of population characteristics in a changing historical 
situation is not unusual and the results might often prove 
fruitful.
Mildred Throne's reconstruction of the Wapello County,
Iowa population in 1850 reveals that ?8 percent of the county's 
residents considered themselves farmers, and ?1 percent of 
the farmers were listed as household heads (heads of families 
with dependents) who had between one and seven c h i l d r e n . 2 ^  
Wapello County, Iowa was settled by family groups of some 
maturity. Single men were scarce on Iowa's 1850 agricultural 
frontier.2?
Sixty-six out of every one hundred settlers (farm and 
non-farm groups) had moved once before arriving in Iowa; 
eleven had moved twice; and one had moved three or more times. 
Most settlers arrived in Wapello County, Iowa through the Ohio
2 5 l b i d .
2^Mildred Throne, "A Population Study of an Iowa County," 
Iowa Journal of History 57 (October, 1959). pp. 305-330. 
(Hereafter cited as Throne, "Population Study.")
27lbid. p. 31 .^
18
Valley which:
. . .funneled off the migrants from the New 
England states, the Middle Atlantic States and 
the South. Virginians moved first to Kentucky,
Tennessee, or into Ohio or Indiana while New 
Englanders seemed to go straight igto the old 
Northwest before moving westward.
Forty-three percent of Wapello County*s 1850 farm popu­
lation had been born in the south; the old northwest provided 
33 percent, 16 percent were from mid-Atlantic locations 
and 3 percent were born in New England. ^
William L. Bowers studied the 1850-1870 time period in 
the development of another Iowa frontier population--Crawford 
Township, Washington C o u n t y . F o r  Crawford Township, 30 
percent of the migrants had been born in the Mid-Atlantic 
states of Pennsylvania, New York and Maryland; 25 percent 
of the migrants had states of nativity in the old Northwest 
Territory; Kentucky and Tennessee were birth places for 
28 percent of the settlers and 3 percent gave New England 
as birth places. In Crawford Township, as was true in Throne's 
Wapello County study, Ohio was the last place of residence
28Ibid. p. 318.
29lbid.
3°Ibid, p. 330.
3^William L. Bowers, "Crawford Township, 1850-1870,”
Iowa Journal of History 58 (January, i960), pp. 1-29* (Here­
after cited as Bowers, "Crawford Township.")
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for the highest number of migrants. Migration patterns
to Crawford Township are summarized by Bowers:
. . .one finds the dominant pattern to be: Birth
in either Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Tennessee; 
removal to at least one other state before coming 
to Iowa from either Ohio, Indiana or Illinois.^2
If heads-of-household are considered, 66 percent were 
between thirty and.thirty-nine years old. Household head 
ages for Crawford Township are close to percentages found in 
Throne's study of Wapello County.  ^ Bower's data are based 
on all occupations.
Bowers developed a sex ratio for Crawford Township 
in 1850 which indicated the ratio of single men to single 
women over fifteen years of age. The ratio indicated sixty- 
five single men for every thirty-four single women. By 1870,
the ratio had lowered to 1^5 single men per 112 single women.
3 Ll
The change indicated a more stable population.-^
Persistence studies for all occupations revealed a 
high turnover for farm as well as non-farm settlers al­
though farmers had lower turnover rates than did other 
occupations. Real property accrual appeared to be a sig­
nificant factor since 86 to 89 percent of the settlers who 
owned less than $500 of real property had left by i860. Age
32Ibid, p. 7.
33Ibid. pp. llj 13.
3^Ibid, p. 13.
and marital status were additional variables influencing
persistence; 90 percent of single men and both sexes under
thirty departed Crawford Township between census enumerations
of I850 and I860.35
Rodney 0. Davis conducted another study related to
Iowa's agriculture frontier. His efforts were directed
toward Dayton Township, Cedar County in the eastern portion
of the state. ^  Davis' study shows:
. . .population movement tended to follow paral­
lels of latitude; over half of the new house­
holders in each federal census came from the 
Middle Atlantic states and the region north of 
the Ohio. . . .Dayton Township society was 
family society. From the beginning half the new 
immigrants brought children who were born outside 
Iowa. Single individuals accounted for only 
IQfo of the work force in i860. . . .Frontiersmen 
were plainly not single people as a rule. . . .37
The median age of farmers in the study was thirty-four 
and the average farm household consisted of four children.
The persistence rate for families in Dayton Township be­
tween i860 and 18?0 was ^3 percent with a general rate 
of population turnover uniformly high during the early, 
formative years. Farmers, again, had the highest persistence 
rates and the amount of real property value probably influenced
35IM£, pp. 21-2^.
36Rodney 0. Davis, "Prairie Emporium, Clarence, Iowa, 
1860-1880," Mid-America Historical Review 51(April, 1969), 
pp. 130-139. (Hereafter cited as Davis, Prairie Emporium.")
-^Ibid, p. 133.
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whether or not they stayed.
In his book, The Grasslands of North America. James Malin
presents a synopsis of previous studies he had conducted on
39population characteristics for farm settlers m  Kansas.
Malin maintains that settlers' persistence in an area depen­
ded upon how long an area had been settled. Generally, 
populations tended to show a very high turnover during the 
initial pioneering period. Population turnovers were not 
related to physical environments as Malin found that:
The variations of local physical environment 
exercised only a secondary or minor influence. . .
and there was very little difference /in turn­
over rates7 as respects rainfall belts of 35"+
(Eastern Kansas), 30-36" (East Central Kansas),
25-30" (Central Kansas), 20-25" (West Central 
Kansas), or 20" and less (Western Kansas).^0
Migration to the Kansas frontier was not the result of short
hops from adjacent areas, but rather from non-continguous
states; propinquity played only a small role. As the frontier
spread across Kansas, one developed area did not provide a
_ . . ki
population pool for succeeding adjacent frontiers. Further,
IMd. pp. 137 and 138.
39James C. Malin, The Grasslands of North America: Pro­
legomena to its History (Lawrence: University of Kansas
Press, 1967) pp. 278-291. (Hereafter cited as Malin, Grass­
lands .)
ixQ _
Ibid, p. 281 and James C. Malin, "The Turnover of Farm 
Population in Kansas," The Kansas Historical Quarterly IV 
(193^)t pp. 339-372. (Hereafter cited as Malin, "Turnover.")
ZlI
Malin, Grassland, p. 288.
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farm operators on the i860 Kansas frontier had a median age
between thirty-three and thirty-seven years.
According to Merle Curti's study of Trempealeau County,
Wisconsin for the year 1850, the mean age of farmers was
thirty-two. Curti found that agricultural groups who owned
more real property had longer persistence rates than non-agri-
cultural occupations and turnover rates for farm operators
l±2were consistently lower than rates for other occupations.
Within the farm population, highest turnover rates existed
for individuals who possessed less than $1,000 in real
property. Single persons had extremely low persistence
rates and turnover was very high for peorle under twenty. J
Bogue detected settlement by zones within Illinois:
The sons of Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia 
settled in southern Illinois. . . .They con­
tributed less to the settlement of the northern 
prairies than did other groups. Especially 
important in Central Illinois were natives of 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, while the New Yorker and 
New Englanders were most strongly entrenched in 
the northern section of Illinois. . . .Native 
Americans from the same state were inclined to 
settle close to each other. ^
The typical household head on the Illinois frontier was a
married man between the ages of twenty-five and forty-five
^2Merle Curti, The Making of an American Community: A
Case Study of Democracy in a Frontier Community- (Stanford: 
Stanford University Press, 1969) (Hereafter cited as Curti, 
American Community.)
^ Ibid, pp. 68-69*
Allan G. Bogue, From Prairie to Corn Belt (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 1963), pp. 15-16. (Hereafter 
cited as Bogue, Prairie to Corn Belt.)
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who had started his family before he moved to the Illinois 
frontier.
Persistence and turnover rates for settlers in Bogue's 
study are similar to rates discussed in Mildred Throne's 
study of Wapello County, Iowa. Again, persistence rates 
appear to be most strongly affected by the value of indivi­
dually owned real property.
John Hudson who studied the Dakota homestead frontier 
of 1870-1910 states that settlers who moved into North and 
South Dakota, on the average, originated from adjacent states 
or one state removed. ^ Concerning source areas for migrants 
on the Dakota frontier, Hudson states:
A previous frontier did not become a significant 
source of migrants for a subsequent one until 
the ratio of population to useable land reached 
a sufficient level. The turnover of farm popula­
tion delayed until natural increase produced a 
surplus agricultural population. Offspring 
not finding a place on the family farm and 
short of capital migrated to free land; this 
process required at least one generation. °
Bogue refers to the last sentence in Hudson's quote as
"Pooley's Lav/" which maintains that there was a general
tendency for the younger generation on recently settled
A7frontiers to move on to the next frontier.
^John Hudson, "Two Dakota Homestead Frontiers," Annals 
of the Association of American Geographers 63(December, 1973)» 
ppT 442-462. (Hereafter cited as Hudson, "Two Frontiers.")
^ Ibid, p. kk6.
A 7
' Bogue, Prairie to Corn Belt, p. 17*
2k
Hudson concludes from the ages of homesteaders when
they filed land claims that the median age for settlers
on the Dakota frontier was under thirty. Hudson presents
the results of a survey conducted by the State of North
Dakota on settlers who left after originally settling in
Bowman County. Eighteen percent of the settlers who
left prior to 1920 went elsewhere in North Dakota, 11
percent moved to South Dakota, 30 percent moved to Minnesota,
5 percent moved to Montana, and 19 percent moved to the west
coast states of California, Oregon and Washington. Of the
migrants who left the source area of Bowman County, 6k
percent made short distance moves within the state or
ZlR
moved to contiguous states.
Robert D. Mitchell investigated an early American frontier,
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Migration patterns of the
Valley's early settlers (prior to 1760) reveal that most
originated in adjacent Pennsylvania and, on the average,
had lived in Pennsylvania between seven and ten years.
Migration was from contiguous states and conducted on a 
kQfamily basis. ^
^Hudson, "Two Frontiers," p. k62.
^Robert D. Mitchell, "The Shenandoah Valley Frontier," 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 62(Septem­
ber, 1972), pp. ^61-486. (Hereafter cited as Mitchell, 
“Shenandoah Valley.")
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David J. Wishart notes changes in age and sex composi­
tion within five counties on the Nebraska frontier between 
the years i860 and 1880 by using Federal census data. 
Nebraska's frontier during the time period 1860-1880 was 
settled by family units that consisted of young adults 
between the ages of twenty and thirty. As the frontier 
society matured, age structures (expressed by population 
pyramids) within the counties approached the national norm.
In some areas, the excess of single males increased with 
longer settlement periods.^0
It should be noted that the above studies concerning 
migrants on Virginia, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, Kansas 
and Nebraska frontiers presented a variety of conclusions 
concerning the population characteristics of pioneer settlers. 
Previous studies indicated a variety of ages for house­
hold heads on American frontiers including.*
1. Ages between thirty and thirty-nine for Crawford 
Township, Iowa (1850).
2. A median age between thirty-three and thirty-seven 
for Kansas in I860.
3* A median age of thirty-four for Dayton Township,
Iowa (i860).
50David J. Wishart, "Age and Sex Composition of the 
Population on the Nebraska Frontier, 1860-1880," Nebraska 
History 5MSpring, 1973). PP« 107-119*
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4. A mean age of thirty-two for Wisconsin (1850).
5. Between the ages of twenty-five and forty-five 
for Illinois (1850).
6. A median age under thirty in the Dakotas (1870- 
1910).
?. Young adults between twenty and thirty in 
Nebraska (1860-1880).
Generally farmers persisted longer than other occupa­
tional groups. Nevertheless, farm population persistence 
rates varied.
Frontier populations indicate that a male surplus may 
increase or decrease with longer periods of settlement and 
the male surplus has been considered with respect to both 
single males and gross numbers of males. Frontier studies 
also detected settlement stratification based on common 
states of birth as the frontier crossed the midwest.
Nebraska Territory was opened to settlement in 1854. 
Between the years 1854-1860, the territory's total population 
increased from several hundred to over 28,000 residents.
How similar or different was Nebraska's earliest agricultural 
frontier in comparison with others in regard to age, family 
structure, origins, persistence, and settlement patterns of 
farmers? What changes in the population took place within 
the 1854-1860 time span?
Ackerman considers historic census returns to be a good 
source to which to apply geographical methods for possible
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illumination of trends. What trends, or lack of trends, 
might be illuminated by Nebraska census sources, and how 
similar or different was the Nebraska frontier from others?
Study Area
Census information used in the present study is con­
fined to enumeration points in the eastern portion of the 
state since this area represented the existing limits of 
major agricultural settlements. The i860 Federal census 
does include population information on the Army Post at Ft. 
Laramie and mining towns in present day Colorado, but the 
study will be confined to areas in eastern Nebraska 
(Figure 3 and 27).
CHAPTER II 
THE FIRST TERRITORIAL POPULATION - 1854
Background to the Census of 18 64:
Shortly after the creation of Nebraska as a Territory,
Acting Governor Thomas B. Cuming proclaimed:
An enumeration of the inhabitants of this 
territory /Is tp7 commence on Tuesday,
October 24, 1854 under officers instructed 
to complete the same as nearly as possible with­
in four weeks.1
For purposes of census enumeration, six districts were 
established (Figures 3 and 4). Settlers within each district 
were enumerated with reference to the nearest settlement.
The nearest settlement was usually the residence of the best 
known person within the area.
Census District I included all of current Gage, Johnson 
and Pawnee Counties and the western portions of Nemaha and 
Richardson Counties. Three enumeration points existed within 
District I: Level's, Story's and, Belew's or Blew's. Story's
was named after Stephen Story, a Vermonter who lived near 
the site and operated a ferry on the Nemaha River. Level's
-^Jakl, "Immigration and Population."
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NOTE: Hitorically, Brownsville was spelled both
with and without an "s'*. In the present 
study, it will be spelled with an "s."
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Figure 5 
County Boundaries 
Nebraska Territory, 185^
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near the town of Archer, was named after a local whiskey
*
trader. The settlement of Belew's took its name from the 
blacksmith, Belew. Belew's later became known as Bobst 
after an Ohio family who established.land claims in Section 
25» Township I North, Range 12 East on the Southeast bound­
ary of Pawnee and Richardson Counties near Dubois. Still
2later, Bobst was named Pleasant Valley.
Census district II included portions of Lancaster County, 
all of Otoe County, the eastern half of Nemaha County and the 
eastern half of Richardson County. Fort Kearney (later 
Nebraska City) and Brownsville were the enumeration points 
for District II-.
Enumeration points were not indicated for Census District 
III. Michael Murphy, the enumerator, counted ninety-five 
families (all occupations) in an area that included Cass 
County.
Portions of Douglas and all of Sarpy Counties correspon­
ded to Census District IV. Omaha and Bellevue were enumeration 
points.
^Ibid. pp. 10-11; Alfred T. Andreas, History of Nebraska. 
Vol. 1 (Chicago: Western Historical Company, 1882), p. 12^6
(Hereafter cited as Andreas, History)t and Nebraska and Mid­
west Geneological Record XIII (January, 1935)» PP* 2 and k. 
(Hereafter cited as NMGR.)
3185^ Nebraska Territorial Census.
^MMGR. XIII (July-October, 1935), PP- 25-32.
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A fifth census district consisted of the westernmost 
portions of Washington County and areas in the southern 
portion of Dodge County. Enumerations were made with respect 
to the settlements of Fontenelle and Dodge City. The loca­
tion of Dodge City is uncertain.^
Burt and the remainder of Washington County were included 
in Census District VI. Population enumeration was conducted 
with reference to settlements at Ft. Calhoun, Young America 
(location unknown), Blackbird Hill, Tekamah, and Florence 
(also known as Winterquarters.)
Andreas describes the general environment surrounding 
Nebraska's first census as consisting of "Crude conditions 
of affairs that were productive of considerable confusion."f 
Considerable confusion could have been the result of a float- /
ing population in an undeveloped area with a poorly developed 
communication network. The 1854 census does remain as the 
first attempt at extensive data collection on Nebraska's 
earliest population and exists as the first benchmark to 
which succeeding changes in population composition and 
distribution may be compared.
-’ibid.
Ibid.
7
'Andreas, History. p. 109-
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An example of the format used for the 185^ * census is 
shown as Table 1.
Table 1
Format Used in Nebraska's 185^ Census
£ £
o VO o £ CD CDT—1 o O
vH VO VO •H cd ft O
CM co £ tH CO H -P i—1 O £
CD 0 CD cd ft CD
Head CO iH > CO CO H  ^ ft ,£ 0 TJ0 £ 03 O <D £ 0) cd a) £ -P O
of r—| 0) E i—1 Cl) rH o £ cd CO
Family Cd >S O
0 £
ft O
cd >
s o
cde—f* ♦
0 £
Ph tD
o
o
*H
PQ
rH 0
ft ft
Abrams, 
Henry
2 1 1 2 Farmer Ohio Belews
Source: 185^ Territorial Census.
According to the 185^ Census, Nebraska Territory's popu­
lation consisted of 2,719 people within 873 families dis­
tributed throughout six census districts. Five hundred 
and eight family heads (58 percent of the total) gave their 
occupation as farmer. Farm families consisted of 1,91^ 
people, or 70 percent of the territory's population.
One hundred and forty-three farm heads-of-families had 
no additional members listed in their households, and 
were usually males over twenty-one years of age. At first 
glance, 25 percent of Nebraska's 185^ farmers were apparently 
single men over twenty-one.
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Tables 2 and 6 summarize total farm population numbers
o
at the various census enumeration points.
Table 2
Numbers and Locations of Farmers 
Nebraska Territory, 1854
Number of 
Farm Heads 
of Families
Farmers 
With No 
Dependents
District I
Belew's 65 2
Story’s 
Level's
38 2
3** 8
District II
Ft. Kearney 95 29
Brownsville **5 12
District III
Not Specified 63 17
District IV
Omaha 75 16
Bellevue 33 11f
District V
Dodge City 24 18
Fontenelle 8 6
District VI
Tekamah 19 15
Florence 3 2
Winterquarters 4 4
Blue Bird Hill 1 1
TOTAL 508 143
Source: 185** Territorial Census
g
Farm population is defined as heads-of-families who gave 
their occupations as farmer to census enumerators and other 
family members who were enumerated within the household.
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The southernmost census districts initially contained 
more farmers. Total farm population thinned-out in the 
more northerly and inland locations and greater concentra­
tions of population were found adjacent to the Missouri 
River.
Origins of the Farm Population-18
A review of the census data, genealogical journals and
short family biographies in histories of Nebraska, indicate
that some farmers migrated directly to Nebraska from their
states of birth while others arrived after stopping over in
states removed from their birth places. The word "origin”
implies distance, and the distances migrants travelled to
early Nebraska will be investigated with respect to states
of birth and states of previous residence.
In a summary of existing knowledge concerning internal
migration, Donald J. Bogue generalized that:
The rate of in-migration to a point from each 
of several other points lying at a distance tends 
to vary inversely with the distance.9
The inverse relationship between numbers of migrants and 
distances which they travelled was formulated by the British 
statistician, Edward G. Ravenstein, whose first and second
9^Bogue, ’’Internal Migration,” p. 502.
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laws of migration state:
. . .the great body of migrants proceed only 
a short distance. This has been proved true 
in numerous migration studies in several 
countries. . . .  We can see the manner of the 
movement; it is a migration by stages.10
As distances to migrants' originating states increased,
total numbers of migrants should have decreased. Did such a
relationship exist for Nebraska* s first farm population?
What was the most significant factor: distance to states of
birth or distance to states of previous residence?
State of birth information is available from the 185*1
census and was used to establish a relationship between total
numbers of migrant farmers and distances to states of nativity
(Table 3).
A hypothesis which stated that migrant numbers (treated
as the "Y" variable) were related to distances from states of
birth (treated as the "X" variable) was tested by computing
a regression line (Best Fit Line) to establish any association
11that might have existed between the variables. The computed 
best fit line is shown by Line A, Figure (?)..
^ Encyclopaedia Britannica, 15th ed., s.v., "Migration, 
Human, "
1:LJ. P. Cole and C. A. M. King, Quantitative Geography 
(London: Wiley and Sons, 1969). pp. 133-1^3". (Hereafter cited
as Cole and King, Quantitative Geography.)
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Table 3
States of Birth of Nebraska’s Farmers
1854
Distance to* 
State of 
Nativi ty 
(Mi 1 e s)
State of 
Nativity 
Family Head
Number of 
Farmers in 
Nebraska
660 Ohio 78
640 Kentucky 57
84o Virginia 50.
1,020 New York 38
260 Missouri 38
920 Pennsylvania 23
340 Illinois 24
620 Tennessee 26
510 Indiana 20
160 Iowa 21
900 North Carolina 13
1 ,160 Connecticut 4
580 Michigan 7
1,320 Maine 5
1,060 Massachusetts 5
980 Maryland 5
1,080 New Jersey 3
1,200 New Hampshire 3
?40 Alabama 3
1,140 Vermont 4
920 South Carolina 1
680 Louisiana 3
TOTAL 431
■“■Distance is measured in a straight line from Douglas County, 
Nebraska to the approximate geographic center of state of birth 
or state of previous residence.
SOURCE: 1854 Territorial Census
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Figure 7
Relationship Between Numbers of Migrants 
and Distances to their States of Nativity 
Nebraska Territory, 1854
'°36)c\  I
y =  18.1
- 15
OO
o
oo in MilesDistance
Since the correlation co-efficient is low (r = .3^3). a
weak association between the variables is assumed to have
existed. It should be noted,'however, that the migration 
potential of states of birth was not considered.
An additional best fit line was computed to determine 
any association between distances to states of birth and 
migrant numbers for non-farm occupational groups (Line B, 
Figure 7)» and an even weaker association between variables 
is indicated (r = .1850). An interpretation could be that 
more farmers migrated directly from their states of birth to 
Nebraska than members of other occupations. The association 
between total numbers of migrants and distances to states of
birth was weak for both farmers and non-farmers, but best 
fit lines do appear to indicate a general decline in total 
numbers of migrants as distances to places of nativity increase.
Since distances to states of birth did not appear signi­
ficant, a second attempt was made to establish an association
between migrant numbers and distances from source areas by
12 . . .using previous residences. State of prior residence is
not given in Nebraska's early territorial censuses, but
information was obtained on 11^ early settlers from family
13biographies in state histories and genealogical journals.
To obtain the maximum amount of information it was necessary 
to include prior residences of all occupational groups during 
the years 1855 and 1856 as well as 185^.
Table ^ presents the relationship between birthplaces 
and states of previous residence for 11^ migrants of all 
occupations who arrived in Nebraska Territory during the years 
1854, 1855 and 1856.
12*To be called states of origin or states of previous 
residence.
■^Sheldon, Nebraska. Vols. II and III: Scoville, History
of the Elkhorn Valiev (Chicago: National Publishing Co.1 1892)
(Hereafter cited as Scoville, Elkhorn Valiev): Hugh H. Dobbs, 
History of Gage County. Nebraska (Lincoln: Western Publishing
and Engraving Co., 19181 (Hereafter cited as Dobbs, Gage County 
and NMGR. 1923-19^.'
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Table 4
States of Origin, All Occupations 
Nebraska Territory, 1854-56
BIRTHPLACE
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TOTAL
Maryland 2 1 3
New Jersev 1 1 2
New Hampshire 1 1 2
Maine... . .. 2 1 1 1 _ 5
Virginia 2 1 4 2 1 10
Ohio 2 22
Kentucky 7 6 13 _ __
Tennessee 1 i 4 1 7
New York 1 1 5 ? 4 20
Missouri 4 1 _ 5...
Indiana 5 i 1 7 _ __
Illinois l 3 4
Massachusetts 1 1 2
Pennsylvania 2 2 1 4 . 2 _ .
Iowa 1 1
V ermont 1 1
Michigan 1 1
Connecticut 1 1
TOTALS LI 24 3 2 8 14 10 4 1 ? 7 6 1 2 4 1 114
SOURCE: Scoville, Elkhorn Valley; Dobbs, Gage County;
NMGP; Sheldon, Nebraska, Vols. II and III.
Regression analysis on information from Table 4 produced 
a higher correlation co-efficient (r = .5008) and indicated 
that migrant numbers were more strongly associated with distances
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to states of origin than distances to states of birth for 
the years 1854, 1855 and 1856.
Figure 8
Association Between Numbers of Migrants 
(All Occupations) 
and Distances to States of Origin 
Nebraska, 1854-56
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Best fit lines indicate that an association between 
migrant numbers of all occupations is more strongly related 
to distances from states of origin than states of birth.
Whether or not a similar statement could be made with respect
to farmers only remains speculative due to the nature of
available data. Should Figure 8 be used to generalize, it
could be stated that for every one hundred miles increasing
distance to previous residences, migrant numbers to Nebraska
Territory decreased by approximately one head of household.
William L. Bowers used children's birthplaces from the
1850 Federal census to establish residences of fifty-three
pioneers (all occupations) in Crawford Township, Washington 
l/x
County, Iowa. His Iowa study was used to construct best fit 
line B, Figure 9.*^
Best fit lines for Iowa in I850 and Nebraska, 185^-1856, 
nearly parallel each other (difference in slope = .0091) and 
indicates a similar rate of change between numbers of migrants 
and distances to states of origin for all occupations. For 
generalization purposes, migrant numbers decreased at the same 
rates with respect to distance from states of origin for both 
Nebraska and Iowa within respective time frames.
Regression lines could serve a useful purpose by associ­
ating migrant numbers and distances to states of origin; however, 
if information from Nebraska state histories and genealogical 
journals is presented in the form of broad distance categories, 
it seems that a "4-peaked" bar graph results (Figure 10).
1^Bowers, "Crawford,” pp. 1-30. 
^Ibid, p. 6.
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Figure 9
Comparison Between Numbers of Migrants 
and Distances to State of Origin 
State of Iowa, 1850 and Nebraska Territory, 1854-1856
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Line A, Nebraska 1854-56 
all occupations, Y=l4.5-•0009X , 
r=-.501
Line B, Iowa I850, 
all occupations,
Y = 13 * 8-.olOX,
Distance to previous state of residence (Miles)
Places of origin for 85 percent of native born migrants in 
all occupational categories lay within 650 miles of Douglas 
County; 60 percent of the migrants left from states within 35° 
to 650 miles and 35 percent previously resided within 350 miles 
of Douglas County, Nebraska.
Figure 10 
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Migrant numbers declined with respect to distances 
from both states of birth and states of origin. Distances 
to states of origin appeared to be more significant in the 
relationship between total numbers of migrants from a 
source area and the distances which they travelled. Al­
though migrants originated from a variety of distances to 
states of origin, greater numbers of the population left 
from areas within 650 miles of Nebraska Territory and a 
significant portion of this group migrated from distances 
within 350 miles of the Territory.
John Fraser Hart's study concerning frontier settlements 
in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri and Wis­
consin, detected the presence of distinctive settlement patterns
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based on common state-of-birth. Generally New Yorkers 
settled in an east-west band across northern portions of 
the study areas; pioneers from Kentucky settled in a sim­
ilar manner across southern parts of the midwest, and
1 6Pennsylvanians filled in middle portions.
Although not as well developed as examples from 
Hart’s study, settlement patterns based upon a regional 
grouping of migrants are detectable for Nebraska Terri­
tory in 1854. Figure 12 indicates that migrants born in 
the adjacent states of Missouri and Iowa, along with migrants 
from the upper south (Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and North 
Carolina), tended to settle in the southernmost census dis­
tricts. Farmers with nativities in#the Middle Atlantic and 
New England states dominated the northern census districts. 
Inhabitants from states of the old northwest territories 
settled in greater numbers in Census Districts I, II and 
III, but were more dispersed throughout Nebraska than settlers 
from other regions.
Settlement stratification based on common regional 
birth might be explained in terms of migration paths by
1 6
John Fraser Hart, "The Middle West," Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers 62(June^ 19^2), pp. 
258-260. (Hereafter cited as Hart, "Middle West.")
which Nebraska's first farmers approached the territory;
American settlers when they finally did 
begin to flood into the middle west used 
three principal entryways. . .the Ohio 
River. . .the National Road. . .the Erie 
Canal and the Great Lakes. . . . Each
entry way served a migration stream 
from a distinct source region and these 
streams remained remarkably separate as 
they continued westward across the 
middle west. '
Confirmation that migration streams remained sep­
arate as settlement spread across the midwest is provided 
by Allan Bogue who, in a study including Illinois and Iowa 
for the year I850, states:
The sons of Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Virginia settled in southern Illinois 
and southeastern Iowa particularly. . . . 
Especially important in central Illinois 
were the natives of Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
while the New Yorkers and New Englanders 
were strongly entrenched in the northern 
section of the state. °
Hart attributes the development of settlement patterns 
by states of birth to the early development of three sep­
arate transportation networks across the nation's in- 
19tenor.
17Ibid, p. 20 
18Bogue, Prairie to Corn Belt, p. 15 
*^Hart, "Middle West," p. 260.
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Best fit lines presented earlier indicate that, for 
early Nebraska, total numbers of migrants were more strongly 
associated with state-of-origin than state-of-birth, and 
as distances increased to previous state-of-origin numbers 
of migrants generally declined. John Fraser Hart and Allen 
Bogue have attributed the establishment of historical migra­
tion routes to birthplaces of migrants and, once established, 
the routes determined subsequent settlement locations.
Table 5 shows that large numbers of migrants with birth­
places in the upper south settled near more southern census 
enumberation points. Approximately 47 percent of settlers
(all occupations) who were born in the upper south had pre-
*
viously resided in Iowa or Missouri (Table 4) and would 
have been the group who migrated over the shortest distances.
Settlers born in the upper south migrated earlier to 
Missouri and Iowa over a national transportation network 
that focused upon the Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri River 
systems (Figure 11). By 1850, Southeastern Iowa and North­
western Missouri had population densities of at least two to
20six people per square mile. Increasing population densities 
in Missouri and Iowa and the availability of land in nearby 
Nebraska could have been a migration stimulus to settlers
20Atlas of American History (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1964), p. 19.
SOURCE: 
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who were originally born in states of the upper south.
Another migrant group that was present in large numbers
in early Nebraska came from states that were originally
part of the old Northwest Territory (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan and Wisconsin). Farmers from this region located
in large numbers throughout all enumeration districts of
Nebraska. Their settlement patterns could be explained in
terms of alternative migration approaches to Nebraska.
Migrants from the Old Northwest Territory could have arrived
overland or via major river routes.
Ohioans, in particular, were dispersed in large numbers
throughout Census District I to V with the greatest numbers
residing in Districts I, II and III, Table 5* A partial
explanation for their locations might be indicated by Bogue’s
study concerning an agricultural frontier in Illinois.
. . .native Americans from the same state were
inclined to settle close to each other. . .
Intensifying the influence were letters from 
friends and relatives who had found success 
in the western territories.23-
Letters from friends and relatives were common communica 
tion links with states of birth. Gerald Walker, by studying 
the settlement of Sonoma County, California (1860-1880), 
used birth places to estimate communication links that could
21Bogue, Prairie to Cornbelt. p. 16.
5^
explain persons from the same birthplaces clustering together
22in frontier settlements.
For substantial areas of the United States, 
manuscript census records are available which 
include birthplaces /for/ settlers. . . 
the analysis of new settlement. . .indicate 
that settlers of the same birthplaces are 
likely to be related by communication bonds. **
Detailed inquiry to determine reasons why Ohioans (or
groups from other states) settled in large numbers in a
particular locality will not be pursued in depth in this
study. Communication links may have carried success stories
back home and induced later settlers to a particular spot in
Nebraska. For example:
William A. Finney was a native of Ohio who engaged 
in the Indian trade in Nebraska before it became 
a Territory, he located early in Brownsville and 
was a member of the first territorial assembly.2^
Figure 2 shows that approximately 25 percent of the farmers
at Brownsville in 185^ had been born in Ohio, and Table ^
indicates that 86 percent of Ohioans came directly from Ohio.
Perhaps men such as William Finney, who were familiar with
Nebraska before it was opened to settlers, affected location
decisions of succeeding Ohio natives,,
9 9
Gerald Walker, "Migrants and Places of Birth, A Metho­
dological Note," The Professional Geographer XXVII (February, 
1975)» pp» 58-6^. (Hereafter cited as Walker, "Migrants and 
Birth.")
23Ibid. p. 63.
2**NMGR. XIII (January, 1935). P- 3-
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Settlement locations of migrant families with Mid-Atlantic
and New England nativities could also be explained in terms
of established national migration routes;
. . .men from Mid Atlantic States crossed 
Pennsylvania /to an7 early road popularly known 
as the national road. . .and thence across the 
states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. . .New 
Englanders and New Yorkers made their way into 
the Middle West by way of the Erie Canal and 
the Great Lakes.*5
Pauses in Mid Atlantic and New England migrants travel 
to Nebraska are shown by Table A Which indicates that states 
of origin were mainly in the Old Northwest Territory. Over­
land and Great Lakes migration routes would bring migrants 
from Middle Atlantic and New England States to central and 
northern areas of Nebraska. Table 5 indicates that migrants 
from New England and Mid Atlantic states appear in significant 
numbers at Bellevue and Omaha. Census Districts V and VI 
were dominated by pioneers of Mid Atlantic and New England 
birth.
Age and Sex Composition of the 18 5^ Population
Nebraska's first territorial census broke the age and 
sex composition of the population into the broad categories 
of: Males 21 or over, males 16-21, females 16 or over, and
male and females under 16. The age and sex composition at 
enumeration points is shown on Table 6 .
2^Hart, "Middle West," p. 260.
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Table 6
Sex Composition and Family Structure, 
Farm Population, Nebraska Territory, 1854
Area
Males 
Over 21
Females 
Over 16
Males & 
Females 
Under 16
Males 
Over 16
Average
Number
Children
Average
Family
Size
District I 
Belew's .. 9 3 _ 73 151 _ . 29 . 2.4 4.4
Level* s 40 26 34 16 1.5 3.5
Storv's 62 45 103 27 2.6 4.6
District II 
Ft. Kearnev 91 . 66 122 36 2.1 4.1
Brownsville 40 25 58 1 _ 19 2.7 ... 4.2..
District III 
Unspecified 62 35 _ 115 32 3.8 .5.8
District IV 
Omaha 7.7 48 .. 78 41 . 1. 9 . . 3.9
Bellevue _ _ 35 ... _ _ 19 .. 42 24 2.5 4.5
District V 
Dodge Citv . . 3.3 _ 5 8 _ 30__ . 1.8 3.8
Fontenelle 7 1 3 6 3.4 5.4
District VI 
Tekamah ... 19. . _ 9. 8 13 1.0 .. 3.0 .
Ft. Calhoun 2 1 3 . 2 _ 3,4 „ _ 5, 4
TOTAL _5-61 . ... 353. ... . 725 2Z5 .. .
Source: 1854 Territorial Census
Bogue relates family sizes to states of birth:
The ages of farmers in Bureau County /Tllinois7 
in 1350 were apparently related to their states 
of nativity. New Englanders and farmers who 
were born in the states of the seaboard south 
were, on the average, considerably older than the 
farmers who had been born in the Ohio Valley states 
of Indiana, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee.^ . . «.The 
farther the middlewestern pioneer of native origin 
was from the state of his birth, the older he tended 
to be.26
^Bogue, Prairie to Corn Belt, p. 24.
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If it is assumed that larger families indicated older house­
hold heads, Bogue's conclusions concerning Illinois appear 
valid when applied to Nebraska's 185^ frontier.
Census District III had the largest average family 
sizes (Table 6). To a large extent, that district was inhabited 
by farmers born in the seaboard south, New England and Middle 
Atlantic states. Inhabitants enumerated at Level's in 
District I averaged 1.5 children per family. A large per­
centage of the families there had travelled shorter distances 
from Missouri, Iowa and the Ohio Valley.
Nebraska's 185^ territorial census listed 1^3 farmers 
who had no additional dependents in their households. On the 
surface, it would appear that a large percentage of farm 
household heads were single males over twenty-one. Short 
family biographies and volumes of The Nebraska and Midwest 
Genealogical Record, however, point out that it was not un­
common for family men to preceed dependents to Nebraska.
What might appear to be a single person over twenty-one could 
have been an individual who temporarily left his family behind 
while he went ahead to look over possibilities.
Of the 1^3 farmers with no dependents in the 185^ census, 
forty-seven were again listed in the 1855 territorial census 
(August, 1855)- A 50 percent sample of farm household heads 
who appeared to be single males over twenty-one in the 185^
census indicated that additional dependents could have joined 
family heads between census periods. New family members 
usually included a female sixteen or over and very often 
one or more males and females under sixteen. It appears 
possible that approximately 50 percent of the men over twenty- 
one who appeared to be single in the 185^ census were actually, 
family heads who were later joined by their families. Farm 
heads of families, indicated on Table 2, include a 50 percent 
estimate of farmers without dependents who may have preceeded 
their families to the territory.
Since the i860 Federal Census presented more detailed 
information about population characteristics, it was used to 
make inferences concerning the surplus of males over twenty- 
one for the year 185^. A sample of 300 females who were 
sixteen or older in the i860 census revealed that 8? percent 
were wives in farm families and 13 percent were estimated 
to be unmarried living within family units. Information 
from i860 was applied to the 185^ population. It was assumed 
that 87 percent of the females over sixteen were married members 
of farm families and 13 percent were single women.
A*surplus of males over twenty-one for the year 185^ 
was determined by considering all male household heads, in­
ferred to be single, who were over twenty-one years of age,
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and v/ho exceeded the total numbers of unmarried females 
over sixteen.
Sex ratios from the 185** census enumeration points were 
calculated by:
1. Multiplying the total numbers of females 
over sixteen by 87 percent to obtain the 
number of women presumed to be married.
The remainder (13 percent) were treated 
as females over sixteen who were eligible 
for marriage.
2. Subtracting the number of females considered 
to be married from the total number of males 
over twenty-one. The remaining males over 
twenty-one were considered surplus males 
who would be available for marriage.
3 . A sex ratio was determined by calculating 
the ratio:
Number of males over 21 available for marriage _ q
Number of females over 16 available for marriage
Table 7 presents the results of sex ratio determination 
for enumeration points on Nebraska's 185** frontier. The 
larger the number resulting from the above sex ratio cal­
culation, the larger was the presumed surplus of males to 
females. Should a situation occur in which the sex ratio 
is unity (one), the number of single males would be pre­
sumed to equal the number of single females. If the sex 
ratio calculates to be less than unity (one), it is presumed 
that a surplus of single females existed to available males.
60
If a sex ratio of zero is presented, however, it is inferred 
that there existed a surplus of available females over six­
teen, but there were no single males over twenty-one.
Table 7
Sex Ratios of the Farm Population 
Nebraska Territory, 185^
Enumeration Sex
Point Ratio
District I
Belew* s . .3-1
Story* s 3.9
Level* s _  5.1
District II
Ft. Kearney 3,9
Brownsville 5.5
District III
Unspecified . 6.9
District IV
Omaha 5,7 .
Bellevue 7.^
District V
Dod^e City _  ^7.7 .
Fontenelle 47.2
District VI
Tekamah 9-3 .
Florence 5-7 .
Ft. Calhoun 8.7..
Source: 185^ Territorial Census
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As indicated by Table 7. greater surpluses of males 
over twenty-one were enumerated at Dodge City (location un­
known), Fontenelle, and Tekamah--northern areas with smaller 
total populations and generally situated on the outer fringe 
of the frontier.
Sex ratios on Table 7 indicate that in District V on 
the fringes of the 185^ frontier a surplus of males existed 
on the average of forty seven males to one female. Average 
male surpluses appear to have declined in more eastern and 
southern census enumeration districts. For example, District
III had approximately seven males to every female; District
IV averaged about seven males to every female; District II 
averaged five single males per single female; District I,
the southern most enumeration district, had the lowest average 
male surplus--four for every female.
Farm family sizes were determined by the following 
methodology:
The average number of children per family was calculated 
by multiplying the total number of females over sixteen (for 
each census enumeration point) by 87 percent to obtain the 
number of estimated wives in farm families. The above figure 
was divided into the number of males and females under six­
teen to obtain the average number of children per family.
Average family sizes were determined by adding two (husband
and wife) to the average number of children. Table 16 summarizes
62
the estimated family sizes for enumeration points in the 
185^ territorial census.
Persistence of the 185^ Farm Ponulation
Of 508 farm family heads in the census, 3^1 were not
listed in the 1855 territorial census. Thus, some 6h percent
of the original 508 family heads are presumed to have left or
died. The researcher was unable to obtain death statistics
for Nebraska prior to the Census of i860. For the year 1859
(recorded in the I860 Federal Census) seventy males between
the ages of twenty and sixty were recorded as having died in
27Nebraska Territory.
In i860, Nebraska had a total of 9,600 males between
pQ
the ages of twenty and sixty. Census figures imply that 
•73 percent of the territory's males between the ages of 
twenty and sixty died in 1859* Should a similar death rate be 
applied to the 185^ farm head of household population, approx­
imately four of the missing farmers may have died, leaving 337 
farmers who apparently left Nebraska. Thirty-four percent of 
the farm household heads listed in the 185^ census persisted 
to be listed in the 1855 territorial census.
27'U.S. Bureau of the Census, Eighth Census of the United 
States, i860. Nebraska Territory. Schedule 3t Deaths, Micro­
film reproduction, Reel No. 2.
28U.S. Government Printing Office, Population of the 
United States in I860. Compiled from the Original Returns 
of the Eighth Census (Washington: Government Printing Office,
186 .^)
Merle Curti's 1850-1860 study of Trempealeau County, 
Wisconsin presents a variety of factors that affected per­
sistence rates of farm operators. These included: Value
of total real property, ages of the settlers, country of 
birth for the foreign born, and occupations. He concluded:
. . .among those with smaller amounts of property
and in certain occupations, a somewhat higher 
percentage move on. But actually the differences 
in persistence is not large. The striking fact 
is that men of all age groups and of all amounts 
of real property leave in large percentages. . . .
We are clearly dealing with factors associated in 
complex ways. . .rather than with causes.^
Not surprisingly, more prosperous settlers in Bureau
County, Illinois (I850-I860) tended to persist longer.-^0
31The same was true in Wapello County, Iowa in 1850.^ In
addition, Bogue relates persistence to states of birth and
concludes that the least persistent or most mobile of all
groups were settlers born in Kentucky and Tennessee.^2
Marital status played a role in farm population persistence.
33Single men tended to be more mobile than married men. r A 
portion of Curti's study on the Wisconsin frontier related
2 9 Curti, American Community, p. 77•
30J Bogue, Prairie to Cornbelt, p. 25*
-^Throne, "Population Study," p. 321.
32J Bogue, Prairie to Cornbelt, p. 25*
-^Bowers, "Crawford," p. 24.
6k
family sizes to persistence, but the results showed that
large families (four or more children) were as likely to
Ikleave as families with one or two children.
Studies related to persistence of farmer household 
heads in Iowa, Illinois and Wisconsin for the years 1850- 
1860 or I870 generally indicate that value of real property 
was probably the strongest single factor promoting persistence. 
The relative importance real property played in the decision 
to stay or leave varied, however, and could exert a weak 
effect on the decision to migrate.
What factors may have affected persistence to Nebraska's 
185^ farm population? Table 8 indicates persistence of 
farmers based on state of birth. Since a previous section 
of this work indicated a weak relationship between state of 
birth and total number of migrant farmers, it might be expected 
that a weak relationship would also exist between persistence 
rates and states of birth; such was the case.
A regression analysis relating percentages of farmers 
who persisted to. distances from their respective states of 
birth produced a very weak correlation coefficient (r = .0709)• 
Farmers born in New England and states of the upper south 
had the highest persistence rates. As indicated by Table k, 
migrants who were born in these areas had resided within a 
larger number of states and may have been least inclined
3A
J Curti, American Community, p. 68.
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Table 8
Persistence of Nebraska's 185^ Farm 
Household Heads as Related to State of Birth
State of Birth
Total Farmers
1854
Total Farmers
1855
Perocnt
Persisting
185^-1855
Maine . __ _ . 5____ _ 1 20
New Hampshire ____3 2 67
Vermont 4 1 _ 25 _
Massachusetts . _ ... 5 0 0
Connecticut 4 2 _ _ 50
New York 38....... 10 26
Pennsylvania _ 23 7' . _ 30 _ _
New Jersey . . 3 _. _ 1 _ 33
Maryland 5 0 0
Virginia __ _ 50 _ 23 . 46
Kentucky 57 _ _ _ 23 . ^0
Tennessee 26 1 3 -North Carolina 13 0 h6
Ohio 78 27 . _ _ . 35
Indiana 20 4 20
Illinois zh _ 3 _ 13
Michigan 7 0 0
Iowa 21 6 29
Missouri 38 10 26
SOURCE: 185^ and 1855 Territorial Censuses
toward further migration. Farmers born in states of the Old 
Northwest Territories had lowest persistence rates. Table k 
indicates that greater numbers of migrants from states in that 
area cpie directly from their states of birth and had fewer 
previous moves than other groups. A general relationship 
might be inferred between persistence rates and the number of 
previous moves a family had made.
Did larger families tend to have higher persistence rates? 
Table 9 indicates the association between numbers of children
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Table 9
Number of Children Under l6 and Persistence 
of Farm Family Household Heads
Family Size
Total Present 
in 1854
Total Persisting
to I855
Percent
Persisting
Families with No 
Children
62 13 21
Families with one 
Child 68 15 22
Families with two 
Children 76 30 40
Families with three 
Children 51 17 33
Families with four 
Children 28 13 46
Families with five 
Children 24 9 38
Families with six 
Children 9 6 67
Families with seven 
Children 5 3 60
SOURCE: 1854 and 1855 Territorial Censuses
under sixteen in farm families and persistence rates of farm 
household heads. Figure 13# a best fit line constructed from 
data on Table 9> illustrates the general relationship between 
numbers of children in farm families and persistence rates of 
farm household heads. A correlation coefficient of r = .8946 
indicates family sizes and persistence rates were closely 
associated for the 1854 farm population. Therefore, we may 
assume that the greater the number of children, the more per­
sistence .
It was possible to trace changes of residence for 114 farm 
families who persisted until 1855« Forty-one percent of farm 
household heads who persisted changed their place of resi­
dence within the territory.
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Relationship Between Family Size 
and Persistence of Farmers 
Nebraska Territory, 185^
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Although some of the missing migrants could have died 
or were unlisted in succeeding censuses, approximately 67 
percent of farm household heads did not remain in Nebraska 
for the ten month intercensal period.
Summary
Fifty-eight percent of the household heads in Nebraska’s 
earliest recorded population were farmers and 25 percent 
of the farmers could have been single males twenty-one or 
older. *
Larger numbers of farm families initially settled near 
the southern and eastern most census enumeration points. 
Farmers with no dependents were enumerated in greater numbers 
at northern and more inland enumeration points.
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Regression analysis indicated that distances to states 
of birth were not significant determinants of migrant supply 
for the 185^ farm population. When states of previous resi­
dence were considered, however, for the combined years 185^» 
1855 and I856, a stronger relationship between distances and 
migrant supply was indicated. Places of origin for 85 percent 
of migrants (all occupations) lay within 650 miles of Douglas 
County, Nebraska; 60 percent had previously resided within 
a 350 to 650 mile distance category and. 35 percent moved 
to Nebraska from distances of 350 miles or less.
Large male surpluses are inferred to have existed at 
more northern and inland enumeration points. The surplus of 
males was lower in southern areas of the Territory.
Comparison of the 185^ and 1855 Territorial Censuses 
indicated that 66 percent of the original 185^ farm family 
household heads could have left the territory within a ten 
month time interval. Family sizes and persistence rates were 
associated by regression analysis. The results indicated that 
farmers with more children tended to persist the longest. 
Information on other variables (such as real property owner­
ship) which might have affected persistence was not given in 
the 185^ Census.
CHAPTER III 
THE 1855 FARM POPULATION
In I855t the territory's population consisted of 4,^90 
people distributed among 1,100 families. Nebraska's popula­
tion had increased slightly more than one and one-half times 
during the ten month intercensal period.'1'
Five hundred and ninety heads of family in 1855 gave
their occupation as farmer. 'Fifty seven percent of the
. . 2territory's population consisted of farm families.
By September of 1855 the territory had been organized 
into ten counties with twenty-four census enumeration points 
(Figures 1^ and 15)* Since returns for Dakota and Burt 
counties were lost, it may be, assumed that additional enumera­
tion points existed. Total numbers of native born members of 
the 1855 farm population at each enumeration point are shown 
on Table 1 .^ In order to maintain a framework to which 
comparison of changes may have occurred through time, the 
185^ census districts will be used as reference points.
1185^ and 1855 Nebraska Territorial Censuses.
2
1855 Nebraska Territorial Census.
-^Andreas does give population for Dakota and Burt counties 
as consisting of 86 and 85 people respectively. Andreas 
History of Nebraska, p. 109*
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Figure l4 
Organized Counties 
in Nebraska,
1855
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Number of Farm Household 
Heads at Enumeration Points 
Nebraska,1855
Table 10 73
Numbers and Locations of Farm Families 
Nebraska Territory, 1855
*Enumeration
Point
No. of Farm 
Family Heads
Farmers With 
No Dependents
c St. Derroin (II) 20 4
0 St. Stephen's (II) 4 0
CO Salem (I) 34 6
U
cd Archer (I) 15 1
s:
0 Iowa Risen (II) 0 0
■Pi
CD0)
C Bobst (I) 27 75
cdPh
cd
si Brownsville 115 19
cd
€0)
2
CD Nebraska City (II) 105 28
O Bennetts Ferry (II) 29 12
O Wyoming (II) 9 3
Plattsmouth (ill) 44 7
Kanosha (III) 25 6
CO
CO Rock Bluff (III) 31 3
cd Three Grove (III) 21 2
8 Mile Grove (III) 1 1
CO Omaha (IV) 19 0Cu
r - \ Bellevue (IV) 21 0
UJD Florence (VI) 10 8
0
Q
LaPlatte (IV) 8 0
C
O DeSoto (VI) 9 4
-P
fckD Ft. Calhoun (VI) 9 4
c Cuming City (VI) 2 2
si
jd
CD Fontenelle (V) 22 13
W) Elkhorn (V) 9 6
Q
TOTALS ....... . 1 3 6
\
^Numbers in brackets indicate locations relative to 1854 
Census Districts.
SOURCEs 1855 Territorial Census. Burt and Dakota Counties' 
enumerations were lost. Totals for these counties are, therefore, 
not included.
7^
In and out migration estimates for Nebraska’s farm 
population during the 1854-1855 inter-census period is shown 
by Table 11, which indicates the territory gained seventy-nine 
farm household heads and 875 (including household heads) 
farm family members during the ten month time period.
Table 11
In-and-Out Migration, Farm Population 
Nebraska Territory, 1854-1855
CO CO CO CO
A 0  XJ 0 0
A • H  cd *r| •H
0 0 H  0 rH rH
to CO H •H K •H
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0 0  A O 1 r— 1 £  x) £  -rH £  x: £  00 £  A
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A comparison of Tables 14 and 6 indicates that census 
Districts I and VI experienced overall declines in total 
numbers present in farm families during the 1854-1855 census
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interval. District II with 1855 enumeration points at 
Wyoming, Nebraska City, Bennett's Ferry, Brownsville, St.
Derroin and St. Stephern's experienced the greatest growth.
Origin of the Farm Population - 1855
In Chapter I it was noted that some of Nebraska's early 
migrants came directly from "their state of nativity while 
others arrived after stopping over in states other than the 
state of their birth. The word "origin" was discussed within 
the context of both state of Birth and state of Previous 
Residence. Best fit line analysis indicated that state of 
Previous Residence was more significant when all occupations 
were considered. If total migrant numbers (all occupations) 
were associated with distance to prior residence for the years 
185^ through 1856 a higher correlation coefficient resulted. 
Since data for 185^-1856 wereused, the correlation coefficient 
(r) presented in Chapter I will be used to represent all 
three years (185^» 1855 and 1856).
In order to determine any changes in the association 
between numbers of migrant farmers and distances to states 
of nativity for 1855» Table 12 was constructed and an additional 
best fit line was computed from territorial census data 
(Figure 17)•
*Distance 
is 
expressed 
in 
Miles 
SOURCE: 
I855“i856 
Territorial 
Censuses
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Best Fit Line A, Figure 17 represents an association 
between the variables of distance (to states of nativity) 
and the number of farm household heads who were born at these 
distances. A higher "r" value (r = .429) was found for 
1855* This might be taken to mean that more farmers were 
migrating directly from states of. birth. Line A., Figure 17 
illustrates a general decline in migrant numbers as distance 
to state of nativity increases.
Should Figure 17 be used to broadly generalize the 
relationship between migrant numbers and distances to state 
of birth for the year 1855» it could be stated that for every 
one hundred miles increasing distance to states of birth, 
farm migrants decreased by approximately three heads of 
household.
Figure 17
Best Fit Comparisons Between Numbers of Migrant Farm 
Household Heads and Distances to States of Nativity 
Nebraska Territory, 1854-1855
Line A,Y=45.1-.0294X 
r= -.429 
Nebraska,1855
Line B
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r= -.3^3
Nebraska, 185^
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Best Fit Lines indicate that state of birth could have 
been a more significant factor in 1855 for farm population 
origins since (r) values are higher. Figure 18 further 
indicates that places of birth for farm household heads 
had shifted during the ten months census interval.
For 1854, 19 percent of the farm household heads 
had been born within 250-350 miles of Douglas County and 25 
percent had been born 350-650 miles from Douglas County.
Ten months later (1855) approximately the same percentages 
(18 percent) had birth places within 0-350 miles but 7 percent
If,
more were born within the 350-600 miles distance category.
Figure 18
Time Shift Between Number of Farm Household 
Heads and Distance to State of Birth 
Nebraska Territory, 1854-1855
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^1854 and I855 Territorial Censuses.
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Table 13
Comparison of Distances to State of Birth and Percentages 
of Farm Household Heads Born at These Distances 
Nebraska Territory, 185^-1855
Percent Farmer s Born Within Distances Category
Distance 1854 1855
cv\c*\io 19% 18#
3 5 0 -6 5 0 25% 32%
6 5 0 -9 0 0 34f» 30%
Over 900 21% 21%
For Nebraska's 1855 farm, population it would appear that 
more migrants left directly from their state of birth and 
distances to states of birth of farmers was slightly less. 
Census data for the 185^-1855 period offers no clue as to 
previous state of residence; as hinted at in Chapter 1, 
distances to prior residence could have been the most signifi­
cant factor in the association between total migrant numbers 
and distances which they may have traveled to Nebraska 
Territory.
Settlement Locations 1855:
Settlement locations based upon regional places of birth 
are still detectable for 1855* A general trend continued 
indicating that farm families born in the upper south tended 
to cluster around southern-most enumeration points; farmers 
born in New England and Middle Atlantic states settled in 
greater numbers around more northern census enumeration
100
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Table 14-
Farm Family Age and Sex Composition 
Nebraska Territory, 1855
Males 
21 and 
Over
Females 
16 and 
Over
Males 
16 and 
Over
Males and 
Females 
Under 16
District I
Salem 31 33 7 54
Archer 11 3 1 7
Bobst .30 18 2 29 _
72 54 10 90
District II
St. Derroin 25 20 3 29
St. Stephens 3 3 0 9
Brownsville 136 119 35 266
Nebraska City 111 89 16 202
Bennetts Ferry 33 26 3 77
Wyoming _ 9 _ 6 3 _ 21
317 263 60 604
District III
Plattsmouth 50 56 9 104
Kanosha 25 26 6 60
Rock Bluff 34 36 4 81
Three Grove 28 22 5 49
8 Mile Grove 1 0 0 0
138 i4o 24 294
District IV
Omaha 30 24 5 46
Bellevue 40 32 4 55
La Platte 10 6 0 _ 9..
- 80 62 9 110
District V
Fontenelle 26 18 1 23
Elkhorn 8 _ 3 1 1
34 21 2 24
District VI
DeSoto 20 11 0 19
Ft. Calhoun 18 9 3 22
Cuming City 3 1 0 2
Florence 24 11 3 24
65 32 6 67
TOTAL 706 572 111 1,189
Source: 1855 Territorial Census. Does not include
Burt and Dakota Counties.
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points and farmers with nativities in the Old Northwest
/
territories remained fairly evenly dispersed throughout 
all districts--although greater numbers continued to settle 
in districts I, II and III. Migrants born in nearby Iowa 
and Missouri continued to settle in greater numbers in 
Nebraska® s southern census districts."*
Figure 19 indicates that 1855 settlement patterns based 
upon a common region of birth were less pronounced than 
patterns shown by Figure 12. By 1855 migrants from all 
regions appear to have been dispersing and settling in more 
equal numbers throughout the territory. A comparison of 
Figure 12 for 185^ and Figure 19 for 1855 shows less "pinching 
out" of settlement stratification in a north-south direction.
Age and Sex Composition of the 18 55 Population
Nebraska's 1855 territorial census continued to break 
age and sex compositions of the population into the same 
broad categories given for the 185^ population. Age and sex 
composition of the 1855 farm population is shown in Table 1^ 
which, in combination with data presented in Chapter II, was 
used to construct Tables 15 through 18.
^1855 Territorial Census.
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Age and sex composition changes within enumeration 
Districts are summarized below by Figure 15«
Table 15
Percent Changes in Age and Sex Composition 
Nebraska Frontier, 185^-'1855
Males 
Over 21
Females 
Over 16
Males
16-21
Males and 
Females 
Under 16
District I + 2 + 2 + 1 -6
District II -6 -1 + 1 +6
District III -6 -6 + 2 -3
District IV -3 + 2 -2 + 5
District V -26 + l6 -1 -11
District VI -3 -4 -5 +11
SOURCE: 185^ and 1855 Territorial Censuses
Overall the territory experienced the greatest decline 
in: males over twenty one, males between sixteen and twenty
one, females over sixteen, and males and females under six­
teen. „It would appear that the frontier was gaining a stronger 
family composition. Male surpluses declined as females over 
sixteen and children increased. Total numbers of farmers 
with no dependents generally declined as indicated by Table 16.
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Table 16
Changes in Farmers with No Dependents
185^-1855
Percent of Total 
Farm Population Percent 
Gain or Loss185^ 1855
District I 2 6 + 4
District II 10 5 -5
District III 8 3 -5
District IV 9 0 -9
District V 4l 24 -17
District VI 33 8 -25
Average Change -10
SOURCE: 1854 and 1855 Territorial Censuses
In 1854 Districts V and VI were on the fringe of the 
frontier and contained greater numbers of males over twenty- 
one with no dependents. By 1855 Districts V and VI had 
experienced the greatest decline in this population category.
Table 17 shows changes that occurred in the age and sex 
composition of Nebraska's population for selected enumeration 
points during the ten month intercensal period.
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Table 17
Percent Changes in Age and Sex Composition 
Selected Enumeration Points on the 
Nebraska Frontier, 185^-1855
Males 
Over 21
Females 16 
and Over
Males
16-21
Males & Females 
Under 16
Bobst (Belew's) + 9 + 1 -1 -10
Archer (Level’s 
Ft. Kearney)
+ 11 -12 + 2 -2
Nebraska City -3 -3 0 + 1
Brownsville -9 + 1 + 3 + 1
Omaha -6 -1 -1 + 7
Bellevue -k +^ -5 + 2
Fontenelle -27 + 17 + 2 + 8
Florenc e + 9 -7 0 0
Ft. Calhoun +6 + 2 -9 ______ :i...
Source: 185^ and 1855 Territorial Censuses
Table 17 also illustrates a general trend by which total 
numbers of males decreased, females over sixteen increased, 
and males and females under sixteen increased. Fontenelle, 
sited on the northern and western fringes of the 185^ frontier, 
experienced the greatest decline in males and showed in­
creases in children and females over sixteen.
Table 18 indicates sex ratio changes between the years 
185^ and 1855* Districts I and VI experienced an increase in
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surplus males; District II and V underwent declines in 
excess males; and three enumeration points in District III 
(Plattsmouth, Kenosha and Rock Bluff) indicate a slight 
surplus of females over 16.
Enumeration points in Districts V and VI experienced 
the greatest increase in surplus males.
Table 18
Sex Ratios at Enumeration Points 
Nebraska, 1854 and 1855
1854 1855
District I
Salem - 53.0
Archer 5-1 21.0
Bobst 3-1 6.2
District II
St. Derroin - 2.9
St. Stephens - 1.0
Iowa Reserve - -
Brownsville 5-5 2.1
Nebraska City 3-9 2.9
Bennetts Ferry - 3.1
Wyoming - 4.7
District III
Plattsmouth — .18
Kanosha - .71
Rock Bluff ■- .57
Three Grove - 3-1
8 Mile Grove -
District IV
Omaha 5-7 3.2
Bellevue 7.4 2.9
LaPlatte 6.1
District V
Fontenelle 47.2 4.5 -
Elkhorn - 13.5
District VI
DeSoto — 7.4
Ft. Calhoun s.? 8.5
Cuming City - 16.4
Florence 5.7 10.3
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Persistence of the 1855 Farm Population
The 1855 census listed 587 farm heads of households.
Since 177 farmers persisted from the 1854 census, approximately 
410 new farmers are assumed to have arrived in the territory 
between censuses/
Of the 508 farmers present in the original population of 
1854, eighty-nine are reported in the census of 1856. These 
additional individuals were removed from the I856 farm house­
hold heads. Two hundred eleven farm household heads in the 
1855 population-persisted in the territory long enough to be
n
listed in the 1856 census. Fifty-one percent of newly 
arrived farmers in the 1855 census persisted one year. Per­
sistence rates of the farm population had increased 17 percent 
over the 1854 population although total numbers of new settlers 
was less than in 1854.
The above statements do not provide for deaths among the 
twenty to sixty year old male population. Should 1859 death 
rates be applied to the 1855 farm household head population, 
approximately four missing farmers may have died during the 
intercensal period.^
-  "" " — ■ -1 ■ ■ ■ —— 1
£
1854 and 1855 Territorial Censuses.
*^1855 and 1856 Territorial Censuses-
o
Eighth Census of the United States, i860, Nebraska Territory, 
Schedule 3> Deaths.
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Figure 20
Relationship Between Family Size 
and Persistence of Farm Household Heads 
Nebraska Territory, I855
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A correlation coefficient (r = .8784) indicates a close 
association between family sizes and persistence of the farm 
population. The association for 1855* however, shows a 
reversal of the 1854 trend. For Nebraska's 1855 farm popula­
tion persistence rates decreased with an increase in numbers 
of children under sixteen. As family sizes increased it 
appears that persistence rates declined.
Studies concerning the affects of family size on per­
sistence rates for the 1854 and 1855 farm populations have 
produced two conflicting results- At best the researcher 
would say that no generalization could be made as regards
89
family sizes as an influencing factor on persistence rates 
for the 1855-1856 time interval.
It was not possible to determine what other factors 
may have influenced persistence rates due to the nature of 
the data in the 1855 Territorial Census.
I
CHAPTER IV 
THE 1856 FARM POPULATION
Total Numbers
By August, I856, Nebraska’s population totaled 1,858 
household heads in 2,536 families for an estimated total 
population of 10,715 people. Fifty six percent, or 1,0^0 
household head for enumeration points studied gave their 
occupation as farmer. Since 256 farm head of families listed 
no additional members in their households, it v/ould appear 
that 25 percent of the I856 farm population consisted of 
men without additional dependents.'1'
Total farm population numbers at the various census 
enumeration points for 1856 are summarized by Table 23 and 
locations of the enumeration points are indicated on Figure 22 
Burt and Dakota counties will remain excluded. Enumeration 
points are referenced to 185^ census districts.
^1856 Territorial Census.
Figure 21 91
Organized Counties 
in Nebraska,
1857
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Figure 22 
Census EnumerationiPoints 
Nebraska, 1856
Source: Map of the Territory of Nebraska, I860,
1 in=5 mi..March,18.60, Nebraska State 
Historical Society, Lincoln.
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Figure 23
Number of Farm Household Heads at 
Enumeration Points, Nebraska,I856
Table 19
Numbers and Locations 
of Farm Families 
Nebraska Territory, 1856
District County
No. of 
Farm 
Heads of 
Families
Farmers 
With No 
Dependents
I
Richardson
Archer 46 5
I Salem 30 4
I Abrams 21 2
I
Pawnee
Pleasant 12 3
I
Valley 
(Bobst) 
Table Rock 16 2
II
Nemaha
Brownsville 138 16
unspecified 35 1
II
Otoe
Wyoming 36 12
II Nebraska 150 14
II
City
Bennetts 31 11
II
Ferry
Lancaster
Chester 8 1
III
Clay
Salt Creek 8 0J
III
Cass
Plattsmouth 27 4
III Cassville 44 6
III Unspecified 49
IV * Omaha 84 39IV Bellevue 114 55IV LaPlatte 21 3
IV Iron Bluff 6 3
VI
Washington
DeSoto 15 6
VI Cuming City 41 15VI Ft. Calhoun 87 6
VI Florence 17 3
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Table 19 - Continued
District County
No. of 
Farm 
Heads of 
Families
Farmers 
With No 
Dependents
V
Dodge
Fontenelle 31 15
V Buchanan 6 5
V Elkhom 13 10
VI Golden Gate 1^ 9
V North Bend 2 1
V Platte River 5 1
V
Platte
Columbus 2 2
VI
Cuming
Manhattan 2 1
Total 1,040 256
Source: 1856 Territorial Census. Excludes Burt and
Dakota Counties.
In-and-out migration numbers for the farm population 
during the 1855-1856 inter-census period are shown on Table 
20. Nebraska gained approximately 7^2 farm household heads 
during the year.
Between the census of 1855 and 1856, the greatest in­
creases in farm families occurred in Districts IV and VI.
Both districts gained an addition 59 percent in their farm 
populations. Increases for other districts were: District I,
51 percent; District II, 3^ percent; District III, 12 percent;
2
and District V f 39 percent.
2
1855 and 1856 Territorial Censuses.
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Table 20
In-and-Out Migration 
Farm Population, Nebraska Territory 
1855-1856
(a) (b) ( C ) (d) ( e ) (f) ( g ) (h) ( i )  ! ( 3 )
VA
VA
00rH
to tO VA to I CO VO toTO TO \r\ 1 TO VA TO XA 1 TOcd Cd CO -3* cd 00 cd 00 VA cd0 CD r—1 va CD VT\ 6  rH CD rH VA 0 vo00 X  1 CO HPt-1-* va JO 00 1 CO x VA-3- -3- rH va 00 cd to va tH VO COto vn to vn T5 *A rH X  TO TO va TO VA rHrH CO rH CO 50 «—1 00 cd rH CO 50 rH COO rH O rH 0 O H to 50 CD O rH O O rH toX •H X p 0 X X •rH X P0 *0 0  bO P 0) JO 50 •p CD bO p ^ 0  £ 50CO *P w C cd CO »P cd P  TO to JO cd bo CO *P cd2 2 -P P 05 Cd rH 05 -P ^  1 05 UO -P O P bo O P hD'— £  0 O P Qfl 0 O P bO-—'X  C X  m •p X  JO •P X bOX 00 to • P ^ X  50 •p  bD0 •H CD s •P CD • r-1 P^H 0 S£  to e  to 1 *A £  to 1 S  to £ to 1 VO g  to 1U CD 5-H ^ P  iA 50 CD 1 05 5h 5P P  VA 5h 0 <:Cd 50 Cd Q) 3 CO cd 50 CD TO 50 O cd CD 05 OO cd Sm 0 .prn Ph X  X O rH X  X M  X X  X O rH X  Ph X  W -
5 0 8 177 3 3 1 5 9 7 ^ 1 0 it-10 298 1 1 2 1 , 0 ^ 0 7 ^ 2
Source: 185^. 1855. 1856 Territorial Censuses
Origin of the Farm Population - 1856
Since the 1856 census gives no indication of previous 
residence, the association between numbers of farm household 
heads and distances to their states of nativity was again 
estimated by a computed best fit line from data in the 
1856 territorial census. It was hypothesized that greater 
numbers of migrants might have left directly from their 
states uf nativity during the 1855-1856 census interval.
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Table 21
Relationship Between Numbers of Farm Household Heads 
and Distance to State of Nativity, 1856
Nativity
No. of 
Migrants in 
1856 Census
No. Persisting 
from 1855 Census
New 
Migrants 
in I856
Distance 
to States 
of Birth
Ohio 189 _ 58 _ 131 660
Kentucky 94 _ 34 60 640
Virginia 67. 27 40 840
New York 150 27 123 1 ,020
Missouri 16 . 27 . 260
Pennsylvania 111 24 - 87 . 920
Illinoi s 57 24 23 : „ _ 340 . _
Tennessee 71 _ 27 44 610
Indiana 105 . _ 30 __ 75... 510 _
Iowa _ _. Z 2 _ 5__ 160
North Carolina 20 7 __ 13 .. 900
Connecticut 1 7 .. . 3 14 1 .160
Michigan 13 2 11 . 580
Maine 18 1 ..17 1,320
Massachusetts 18 0 18 1 ,080
Maryland 14 2 12 ...980
New Jersey 3 2 1 1 .080
New Hamoshire 16 1 15 _ 1 .200
Alabama 3 3 0 .. 74.0
Vermont ..1.5 6 9 1 .140
South Carolina 8 2 6 920
Louisiana 1 0 "l 680
Source: 1855 and 1856 Territorial Censuses
Figure 24
Best Fit Relationship Between Farm Household Heads 
and Distance to State of Nativity- 
Nebraska Territory, I856
-50
(r=
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-10
300 4oo 500 600100 700 800 900 1000200
Distance to State of Birth
Source: I856 MSS Census
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Since "r" computed at a low .09» the association between 
numbers of migrants and distances to states of nativity is 
presumed to have been very weak and the best fit is not 
suitable for prediction or interpolation. Figure 24 does 
illustrate a general decline in migrant numbers as distances 
increase, but the nearly horizontal slope of the line (m =
- .01043) for 1856 could be taken to indicate that distances 
to states of birth were not significant variables influencing 
migrant numbers. As distance increased, migrant supply was 
neither significantly increasing nor decreasing.
The 1856 census does reveal that 44 percent of the farm 
household heads were born at distances greater than 900 miles 
from Nebraska. Fewer migrant farmers in Nebraska's 1856 
population were born within 350 miles of the territory and 
more were born at distances greater than 900 miles (Table 22). 
For the 1856 farm population, distances to states of birth 
were greater than previous censuses indicated, but best fit 
analysis could be interpreted to mean that such distances 
were not significant determinants of total migrant numbers.
Table 22
Percent of Farmers Born Within Specific 
Distance Categories
Distance 185^ 1855 1856
0-350 
350-550 
650-900 
> 900
19%
25%
3^%
21%
18%
32%
30%
21%
8%
26%
25%
kl%
Source: 1854-, 1855 and 1856 Territorial Censuses
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Table 23
Farm Family Age and Sex Composition 
Nebraska Territory, 1856
District
Male 21 
and Over
Female 16 
and Over
Male 16 
and Over
Male and 
Female Under 16
District I
Archer 52 48 4 108
Salem 41 39 7 74
Abrams 22 21 5 34
Bobst 21 16 3 25
Table Hock 33 17 6 56
Total 169 141 25 297
District II
Wyoming 36 24 3 53
Nebraska City 238 169 32 357
Bennetts Ferry 47 29 2 55
Chester 10 9 2 18
Brownsville I83 149 37 402
Nemaha Co. i±9 47 13 97
Unspecified
Total 56 3 427 89 982
District III
Salt Creek 11 6 2 13
Plattsmouth 34 32 7 65
Cassville - 69 49 7 103
Cass Co. 63 60 8 125
Unspecified
Total 177 147 24 306
District IV
Bellevue 167 81 3 158
LaPlatte 25 2 52
Iron Bluff 6 3 0 9
Omaha 108 62 3_ 82.
Total 325 71 8 308
District V
Fontenelle 31 28 6 35
North Bend 2 2 0 2
Buchanan 9 2 5 1
Elkhorn 33 15 4 19
Columbus 2 0 0 0
Total 77 47 15 57
District VI 
Golden Gate 14 5 0 6
DeSoto 28 13 2 27
Ft. Calhoun 25 18 4 42
Cuming City 76 30 13 52
Florence 28 21 1 24
Manhattan 2 0 2 2
Total 173 87 22 153
Territorial 1484 920 183 2103 = 4690
Totals
Source: I856 Territorial Census* Excludes Burt and Dakota
Counties.
Settlement Patterns 18 56
Settlement patterns within Nebraska for I856 continue 
to show general trends by which household heads who were 
born in the upper south settled in greater numbers around 
southern most enumeration points and New England and Middle 
Atlantic farmers settled in greater numbers near more northerly 
enumeration points. Migrants with nativities in states of 
the Old Northwest Territories remained fairly evently dis­
persed throughout all districts. Settlers born in nearby 
Iowa and Missouri settled in greater numbers in Nebraska's 
southern census districts (Figure 25) •
Age and Sex Composition of the 1856 Population
Between the censuses of 1855 and I856, Nebraska experienced 
increases in all age and sex categories. A surplus of males 
over twenty-one to females over 16 existed but increases in 
numbers of children also occurred. It might be inferred that
V
in migration of males without families occurred simultaneously 
with an increase in women and children.
Changes that occurred in farmers who had no dependents 
during .the 1855-1856 census interval are shown by Table 25.
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Table 24
Changes in Age and Sex Composition 
Nebraska Territory, 1855-1856
District
Males 
Over 21
Females 
Over 16
Males
16-21
Males & Females 
Under 16
Dist. I
1855 72 5k 10 90
1856 169 lkl 25 297
% Change . +135 . + 161 ..+I50 + 230
Dist. II
1855 317 263 60 6o4
I856 563 k2 7 89 982
% Change . +78 . + 62 +48 + 63
Dist. Ill
1855 138 140 24 294 '
1856 177 147 24 306
% Change + 28
. +5. 0 + 4
Dist. IV
1855 80 62 9 110
I856 325 171 8 308
% Change + 306 +176 -11 ..+308
Dist. V
1855 3k 21 2 24
I856 77 k7 15 57
% Change + 12 7 + 12k + 650 +138
Dist. VI
1855 65 32 6 67
I856 173 187 22 153
% Change + 166 + k8k + 267 + 128
Source: 1855 and I856 Territorial Censuses
Table 25
Changes in Farmers With No Dependents 
Nebraska Territory, 1855-1856
District
Percent
Change
I +14
II -17
III -47
IV + 100*
V + 65
VI +106
■^Percent increase for District is really indeterminate 
since farmers with no dependents increased from zero in 
1855 to 100 in I856
Sources 1855 and 1856 Territorial Censuses
Districts V and VI contained greater numbers of farmers 
with no dependents and included such enumeration points on the 
frontier's fringe as Manhattan, Columbus, North Bend, Golden 
Gate, El-khorn, Buchanan and Fontenelle. It appears that males 
without dependents continued to be located on the outer fringes 
of the frontier.
Table 26
Percent Gain and Loss in Age and Sex Compositions 
for Selected Census Enumeration Points 
Nebraska Frontier, 1855-1856
Males 
Over 21
Females 
16 and Over
Males
16-21
Males and Females 
Under 16
Bobst (Belew's) + 30 -11 + 50 -14
Archer + 373 + 1500 + 300 +1440
Nebraska City + 114 + 90 + 100 + 77
Brownsville + 3 4 + 25 +6 + 51
Omaha + 260 + 158 -4o + 93
Bellevue + 318 + 153 -25 +187
Fontenelle + 19 + 56 + 500 + 52
Florence + 1? + 91 -66 0
Ft. Calhoun + 39 + 100 -33 +91
Source: I855 and 1856 Territorial Censuses
Table 26 further illustrates a general farm population in­
crease for selected census enumeration points for I856. Bobst, 
in District I, appeared to lose females over sixteen and 
children. Declines in males between sixteen and twenty-one 
were experienced by Omaha, Bellevue, and Florence.
After a relatively slow growth between enumerations of 
1854-1855> census data indicates that Nebraska's early farm pop­
ulation experienced a rapid increase in all age and sex cate­
gories by I856. An excess of males continued to exist on 
the fringe of the 1856 frontier. Table 27 indicates changing 
sex ratios from 1854-1856. Generally, variance of the ratio 
continues to exist up to 1856 and could be a reflection of a 
continuously changing population at the enumeration points.
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Table 27
Sex Ratios 
Nebraska Farm Population 
1854, 1855 and 1856
District 1854 1855 1856
District I
Archer 5.1 21.0 1.7
Salem - • 53 1.4
Abrams - - 1.4
Bobst 3-1 6.2 3.4
Table Rock - - 8.3
District II
Wyoming - 4.7 5.1
Nebraska City 3-9 2.9 4.1
Bennetts Ferry - 3-1 5.7
Chester - - 1.8
Brownsville 5-5 2.1 2.8
Unspecified - - 1.3
District III
Salt Creek - — 7.5
Plattsmouth .18 1.5
Cassville - - 4.1
Unspecified - - 1.4
District IV
Bellevue 7-4 2.9 9.1
LaPlatte - 6.1 6.7
Iron Bluff - - 8.5
Omaha 5-7 3-2 6.7
District V
Fontenelle 47.2 4.5 1.8
North Bend - - 1.0
Buchanan - - 24. 3
Elkhorn - 13-5 10. 3
Columbus - - Indeterminate*
District VI
Golden Gate - - 16.0
DeSoto - 7.4 9.8
Ft. Calhoun 8.7 8.5 4.0
Cuming City - 16.4 12.8
Florence 5.7 10.3 3.6
Manhattan - - Indeterminate*
Kean - 1854- - .12.3 
Mean - 1855 = 5.5
Mean - 1856 = 5*9
*Sex ratio calculation involves division by zero.
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A tendency toward males over twenty-one - equalling fe­
males over sixteen (the sex ratio is approaching one) is 
shown in the older settlements of Archer, Salem, and Fon­
tenelle, but generally large male surpluses are indicated 
for inland areas on the frontier’s fringe. This is consistent 
with the generally held notion of unattached males being 
on the settlement frontier.
Table 27 does show a decrease in the male surpluses 
from 1854, since the overall territorial mean ratio declined 
from 12.3 in 1854.
Persistence of the 1856 Farm Population
One thousand and forty farm household heads are listed 
in the 1856 territorial census. An alphabetized list was 
made of farmers in the 1856 census and the list was checked 
against the I860 Federal Census of Population.
It was decided to check every eighth farmer in the i860 
census against the I856 list. The names of 287 farmers, from 
a total of 2,296, were scanned in the I860 census- Of the 
287, it was observed that 21 percent had been listed in the 
I856 census. A 12j percent sample indicated that 482 
individuals^ could have been present in I856 or 43 percent-^ 
of the 1856 group remained over the four year period.
**■(21# of 2,296) 
^/482
hl27 ^
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The relationship between family sizes and percentages 
of household heads who persisted is shown by Figure 26.
Figure 26
Relationship Between Family Size 
and Persistence of Farm Household Heads
1 2 3 ^ 5  6 7 8
Number of Children per Family
Since "r" calculates to be -.93. a close association is 
apparently indicated between the size of a family and persis­
tence of head-of-household; however, a situation similar to 
1855 existed. As the number of children in I856 farm families 
increased, persistence rates of household heads decreased.
It might be stated that, for 1855 and 1856, larger farm 
families were least inclined to remain in the territory. 
Indications are that the data are insufficient or there are 
other more meaningful variables involved in persistence.
CHAPTER V 
THE 1860 FARM POPULATION
There were 3»9B2 individuals listed as farmers in the 
i860 Census. Of this total, 2093 were native born. Approxi­
mately 28 percent of the territory's i860 population were 
in farm families. Since portions of the i860 census were 
lost, however, the above percentages are, no doubt, low.
Farm population numbers at the various census enumera­
tion points for I860 are summarized by Table 28. Enumeration 
points are referenced to 185^ census districts.
Table 28
Numbers and Location of Farm Families 
Nebraska Territory, i860
District
Enumeration
Points
No. of Farm 
Family Heads
Farmers with 
No Dependents
I Pleasant Valley 54 2
Falls City-Archer 81 6
Salem 103 19
Monterey 37 2
Middleburg 16 3
Turkey Creek 9 1
Table Rock 27 0
Pawnee City 72 0
Dennison 50 7
Daniels Ranch 18 1*
1
i860 Federal Census of Population, Nebraska Territory.
2
Returns for portions of Washington, Burt, Cumings, and 
Izard counties were lost. Ft. Laramie, a military post, and 
Colorado towns were excluded from the study.
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Table 28 Continued
Enumeration No. of Farm |Farmers with
District Points Family Heads No Dependents
II Nebraska City 115 8
Brownsville 143 5
St. Stephens 28 4
Wyoming 29 4
Rul o 32 0
Peru 103 5
Glen Rock A 0
St. Frederick all foreign -
Nemaha County 46 4
Aspinwall 11 0
Tecumseh 25 1
Vestey 14 0
Kingston 5 0
Helena 25 0
Austin 24 3
Beatrice 28 0
III Plattsmouth 200 22
Kenosha 21 0
Rock Bluff 83 15
Three Grove 39 5
Salt Creek 21 2
Avoca 14 0
Mt. Pleasant 16 1
Weeping Water 26 0
Glendale 24 1
Onapolis 12 5
IV Omaha 122 9
V Buchanan 5 1
North Bend 7 0
Columbus 8 2
Jaloppa 11 1
Fremont 22 3
El Dorado 7 0
Monroe 4 0
Genoa 5 2
Returns Lost
Totals 1946 r— -o
Source: I860 Federal Census of Population, Nebraska
Territory.
=Limits of Present Study
Figure 27
Nebraska Counties 
i860
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l-L'Eau Qui Court, 2. Cedar,
3 . Pierce,4.Dixon,5 .Dakota,
6 .Omaha Reserve,7.Burt,8 .Cuming 
9 .Izard,10.Madison, 11. Monroe,
12.Platte, 13*Dodge,
14. Washington, 15. Douglas 
6 V 16. Sarpy, 17. Calhoun,
18. Butler, 19. Polk,
7 A 20. Cass, 21. Lancaster,
22* Green, 23. York,
24. Hamilton,25* Hall,
14 \  26, Buffalo, 27. Dawson,
28. Shorter, 29. Kearney, 
30. Fillmore, 3'1'*Nuckolls, 
32. Jefferson,
33•Fillmore,3^® Saline, 
35* Clay, 36.Otoe,
37* Nemaha, 38* Johnson, 
39. Richardson,
4o . Pawnee, 4l. Gage,
37 \ 42. Jones,
DAKOTA TERRITORY
NEBRASKA TERRITORY
Miles KANSAS
Nebraska Territory, 1861
Source: Jakl, "Immigration and Population”,p .55a.
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FIGURE 28 
CENSUS ENUMERATION POINTS 
NEBRASKA, i860
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Figure 29 
Number of Farm Household Heads at 
Enumeration Points, I860
Since a sample previously conducted to determine per­
sistence rates for the 1856 farm population indicated that 
21 percent of the I860 farm population consisted of indi­
viduals who had persisted from 1856, it could be assumed that 
79 percent, or 1,65^ new farm household heads, arrived in the 
territory during the four-year intercensal period.
Table 29
In-and-Out Migration, Farm Household Heads 
Nebraska Territory, 1856-1860
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Source: I856 Territorial Census and i860 Federal
Census, Nebraska Territory.
As indicated by Table 29, it is estimated that the 
territory gained 1,611 farm household heads during the 
I856-I86O intercensal period and lost 558 household heads 
during the same time period. The territory gained approxi­
mately three farmers for every one leaving.
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During the 1856-1860 census interval, District I experi­
enced the greatest gain in population (274 percent); District 
Ill's farm household heads increased by 256 percent; District 
II experienced a 109 percent gain and inland enumeration 
points in District V underwent a less dramatic farm popular 
tion increase of 19 percent. It would appear that District 
IV, which included Omaha, experienced a decline. Portions 
of District IV*s census returns (Bellevue, LaPlatte, and 
others), however, were lost.
Origin of the Farm Population - i860
In order to determine any changes that may have occurred 
in the association between numbers of migrants and the distance 
to their state of nativity, a best fit line was constructed 
for I860 by sampling every eighth household head of the 
native born farm population. Birth states of 214 individuals 
were noted and are summarized by Table 30. Data from Table 30 • 
was used to compute the best fit line shown on Figure 30.
Since "r” computed at a low .056, the association between 
numbers of migrants and distances to states of nativity is 
presumed to have remained very weak. For the year I860 the 
slope of the regression line is nearly horizontal (-.002).
This suggests that there was little relationship between 
distance to state of nativity and numbers of farm household 
heads;as distance increased migrant numbers did not greatly 
vary.
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Table 30
Relationship Between Numbers of Farm Household Heads 
arid Distances to Their State of Nativity, 
Nebraska Territory, I860
State of 
Nativitv
Number of 
Farmers per 
State of 
Nativitv
Distance to 
State of 
Nativitv
Kentucky 25 640
Missouri 8 260
Illinois 10 340
New York 44 1020
Virginia 20 840
Ohio 42 660
Tennessee 8 620
Pennsylvania 20 920
Indiana 17 510
Iowa 1 160
Massachusetts 3 1060
Maryland 1 980
Connecticut 4 1160
Vermont 5 1140
North Carolina 1 900
Michigan 2 580
New Jersey 1 1080
New Hampshire 2 1200
Figure 30
Best Fit Relationship Between Farm Household Heads 
and Distance to State of Nativity, 
Nebraska, i860
4- 20
Y=13.7-•002x , r= -.056
10
loo iod 3^0 tfb'o J>n ± 7 —zi~— rf------ 1 f—
500 600 700 800 900 1000
Distance to State of Birth 
Source: I860 MSS Census
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The i860 Federal Census provides information on birth 
places of children. This information was used to infer prior 
residences for the i860 farm population. Data presented by 
Table 31 were used to construct the best fit line displayed 
on Figure 31•
Table 31
Distances to Children's Birthplaces 
and Numbers of Children Born at These Distances
Child's State 
of Birth
Number of 
Children Born 
Per State
Percent of 
Total
Distance From 
Nebraska
Nebraska Territory 84? 23 0
Iowa 493 14 160
Missouri 489 14 260
Indiana 419 12 510
Illinois 390 11 340
Ohio 372 10 660
Pennsylvania 144 4 920
New York 103 3 1,020
Tennessee 45 1 610
Wisconsin 85 2 500
Michigan 46 1 580
Kentucky 55 2 640
Virginia 72 2 840
Minnesota 6 .2 350
Kansas 11 •3 150
Connecticut 20 .6 1,160
North Carolina 15 .4 900
Maine 4 .1 1,320
New Hampshire 3 .1 1,200
Maryland 4 .1 980
Louisiana 1 .03 680
New Jersey 11 • 3 1,080
Total 3,635 100
Source: i860 Federal Census, Nebraska Territory
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Figure 31
Distances to Children's Birth Places and Numbers 
of Children Born at These Distances 
Nebraska - 1860
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As shown by Line A, Figure 3i* the majority of children 
in the I860 native born farm population were born within 
700 miles of Nebraska. Generally, for every 100 miles dis­
tance from Nebraska, births declined by 120 children. Twenty- 
three percent of the 3*635 children were born in Nebraska; 40 
percent were born within 350 miles of the territory, 18 per­
cent were born between 350 and 650 miles distance; 12 percent 
were born at 650 - 900 miles; and 7 percent were born at dis­
tances greater than 900 miles.
Best Fit Line B on Figure was constructed to give 
an indication of previous residences of the farm population 
by excluding the number of children born in Nebraska. As shown 
by Line B, births of children declined by thirty for every 
100 miles increasing distance away from Nebraska. Since 
data that will be presented later in the chapter indicate 
that the average farm family consisted of 2.0 children, it 
could be inferred that farm household heads declined by 
fifteen for every 100 miles increasing distance from Nebraska.
Age and Sex Composition of the i860 Population
The 1850 Federal Census gives specific ages of Nebraska's 
farm population and the age and sex structures are indicated 
for enumeration points by Table 32. By using the i860 census, 
it was possible to determine average ages for the broad
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categories of* Males twenty one and over, females over 
sixteen; males between sixteen and twenty one; and males 
and females under sixteen.
For Nebraska territory in i860, it was possible to 
determine that the average age of males twenty one or over 
was thirty five years; the average age of females sixteen 
or over was thirty years; males between sixteen and twenty- 
one averaged eighteen years; and the average age of children 
under sixteen years was six. Younger ages were not exclusively
found on the margins of the i860 frontier.
Table 32
Age and Sex Structure 
Nebraska Territory, i860
District
Males 
21 and 
Over
Average
Age
Females 
16 and 
Over
Average
Age
Males
16-20
Average
Age
tfales and 
Females 
Jnder 16
Average
Age
District I
Pleasant Valley 56 33 65 29 11 17 132 6
Falls City- 95 35 84 30 10 18 210 6
Archer
Salem 121 36 117 31 10 20 236 6
Monterey 40 35 42 29 5 18 87 6
Middleburg 19 36 18 29 1 17 43 6
Turkey Creek 8 33 8 24 2 18 13 8
Table Rock 34 40 39 33 6 18 64 9
Pawnee City 71 34 72 30 10 17 170 6
Dennison < 56 34 44 29 6 18 94 7
Daniels Ranch 28 33 18 29 2 19 41 6
Total 528 — SO-7. . .  _ 63 1,0 90
District II
Nebraska City 353 35 328 31 2 17 568 6
Brownsville 156 38 170 31 3 18 393 7
St. Stephens 23 35 25 28 3 18 41 7
Wyoming 26 34 28 29 2 17 52 7
Rulo 32 37 40 31 2 19 77 6
Peru 83 35 89 29 10 18 151 7
Glen Rock' 4 29 3 27 1 20 15 7
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Table 32 - Continued
District
Males 
21 and 
Over
> 
< 
>  0  
(ft *1 
0  P  
(ft (D
Females 
l6 and 
Over
>
<> 0
(ft
0 P
(ft
0
Males
16-20
>
<
>  0 
(ft ^ 
0 p  
(ft 
0
Males and 
Females 
Under 16
>
>  0
(ft ^ 
0 p  
cm 
0
Nemaha City 47 35 45 30 4 18 89 7
Aspinwall 11 35 15 31 4 20 24 7
Tecumoeh 30 36 31 30 5 19 69 6
Vestey 14 35 1 8 32 5 17 37 7
Kingston 6 33 7 26 2 17 15 6
Helena 30 34 26 32 6 1 8 60 7
Austin 32 37 32 31 6 18 50 6
Beatrice 28 3 3 3.2 30 5 .. 1 8 70. _-7 _
Total 875 889 60 L.711
District III
Plattsmouth 130 37 179 29 30 17 372 7
Kenosha 23 32 23 29 5 18 49 6
Rock Bluff 94 35 96 29 . 20 18 191 6
Three Grove 41 35 42 30 8 18 89 6
Salt Creek 21 36 24 27 4 17 52 7
Avoca 16 34 1 4 28 1 16 24 5
Mt. Pleasant 9 37 8 35 1 16 17 6
Weeping Water 32 34 30 28 4 16 51 6
Glendale 28 33 21 31 2 17 42 6
Onapolis 17 3 5 12 30 0 18 18 7
Total 4ii 449 75 _ 90 5
District IV
Omaha 128 36 127 29 1 1 17 191 6
Total 12S 127 11 191
District V
Buchanan 7 31 4 30 2 18 12 5
North Bend 9 33 9 26 2 18 5 3
Columbus 9 30 8 30 2 17 7 5
Jolappa 12 33 11 28 3 17 15 6
Fremont 19 32 16 29 5 18 28 7
El Dorado 6 32 6 32 2 17 8 5
Monroe 5 42 5 33 1 19 8 9
Genoa _ _ 5 40 5 3 5 0 17 9 . _ 6
Total _ 72 64 17 . 5>2 . __
District VI
Returns Lost
Territorial 2,014 2,036 226 3,989 = 8,;
Total
Source* i860 Federal Census, Nebraska Territory
Data from Table 32 was combined with information from Table 24 to 
construct Table 33 to indicate changes in Nebraska's age and sex 
composition during the four year interval. It must be considered 
that returns for a large portion of District IV were lost.
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Table 33
Changes in Age and Sex Composition 
Nebraska, 1856 - I860
District
Males 
Over 21
Females ] 
Over 16
Males
16-21
Males & Females 
Under 16
District I
1856 169 141 25 297
1860 492 508 63 870
% Change + 191/6 + Z60?o + 152^ + 193#
District II
1856 563 427 89 982
i860 874 889 60 1711
fo Change + 55?° + 108$ - 32$ + . 74^
District III
1856 177 147 24 306
1860 M l 449 75 905
% Change + 132^ +205?° + Z\2?o + 196^
District IV
1856 325 171 8 308
I860
?o Change
128
Not Cor
127
tsidered
11 191
District V
1856 77 47 15 57
I860 72 64 17 92
°fo Change - 1% + 3 6$ + 13 % + 62 ?o
District VI 
Returns Lost
With the exception of a decline in males in Districts II 
and V, the territory*s population continued to increase sub­
stantially in numbers for all age categories between the years 
1856-1860. On the average for the territory, males twenty-one 
or older increased by 93 percent; females sixteen or over in­
creased by 152 percent; and children increased by 131 percent.-
121
District I showed the greatest overall percentage increases 
for all age categories of the four districts under consideration. 
By i860, a slight surplus in overall numbers of females over 
sixteen to males twenty-one and older existed. Changes in 
farmers with no dependents that occurred during the I856-I86O 
census interval are shown by Table 3^*
Table 3^
Changes in Farmers With No Dependents 
Nebraska I856-I86O
District
Percent of 
Change
I + 68%
II + 38%
III +14-10%
V - 7^%
It is interesting that Census Districts I and III experi­
enced the greatest increase in farmers without dependents. 
Enumeration points in these districts included many established 
areas along the Missouri River or more eastern locations in 
Nebraska that were not on the frontier's fringes. More inland 
enumeration points that were nearer the frontier's fringe 
(Districts II and V) experienced overall declines in farmers 
with no dependents.
Table 35 further illustrates changes in the age structures 
at selected enumeration points for the 1856-1860 time period.
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Table 35
Percent Change in Age and Sex 
Composition for Selected Census Enumeration Points
Nebraska, 1856-1860
Location
Male 
Over 21
Female 16 
and Over
Male
16-21
Males and 
Females Under 16
Pleasant +167# +306# + 267% +428#
Valley
Archer- + 83# + 77% + 150% + 94#
Falls City
Nebraska City + 48# + 94% - 94% + 59#
Brownsville - 15# + 14% + 3% - 2#
Wyoming - 28# + 17% - 33% - 2#
Salt Creek + 91# +300% + 100% + 300#
Plattsmouth + 282# +431% + 329% +472#
Omaha + 19# +104% + 267% + 115#
Buchanan - 22# + 100% - 60% + 1100#
Columbus + 350# * *
North Bend + 350# + 350% * +150%
*Indeterminate
Where information is available, data from the i860 census 
indicate that the farm population continued to experience an 
overall growth at most enumeration points in all age and sex 
categories with significant increases in females 16 and over. 
Increases in farmers without dependents were not necessarily 
confined to the frontier's fringes but occurred in equal 
numbers (or greater numbers) at river ports along the Missouri 
and established (older) inland enumeration points (especially 
in District I.) Concentrations of farmers with no dependents 
at river ports could be interpreted as an influx of individuals 
who preceeded their families as well as individuals who were 
single men over twenty-one.
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Table 36 indicates sex ratios at enumeration points 
given in the i860 Federal Census. Lower sex ratios for the 
territory in general might be interpreted as a reflection 
of an increase in numbers of females sixteen or over. Male 
surpluses at enumeration points on the i860 frontier fringes 
are less than were found on the inland margins of the 1856 
frontiers.
Table 36
Sex Ratios at Selected Enumeration Points, 
Nebraska, 1854, 1855. 1856, and I860
Enumeration
Point 18 54 1855 1856 I860
Pleasant Valley 3.1 6.2 3-4 0.0
Falls City-Archer 5.1 21.0 1.7 2.0
Salem - • 53 1.4 1-3
Monterey - - - .64
Middleburg - - - 1.4
Turkey Creek - - - 1.0
Table Rock - - 8.3 0.0
Pawnee City - - .89
Dennison - - - 3.1
Daniels Ranch - - — 5.3
Nebraska City 3-9 2.9 4.1 1.6
Brownsville 5.5 2.1 1.8 • 37
St. Stephens - - - .36
Wyoming - 4.7 5.1 .44
Rulo - — - 0.0
Peru - ' - — .48
Glen Rock - - - 3.5
Nemaha City - - - 1-3
Aspinwall - - - 0.0
Tecumseh - - - .75
Vestey - - - 0.0
Kingston - - - 0.0
Helena - - - 2*2
Austin - - - 1.0
Beatrice - - - 0.0
Plattsmouth - .18 - 0.0
Kenosha - - - 1.0
Rock Bluff - - - .84
Table 36 - Continued
Enumeration
Point 1854 1855 1856 i860
Three Grove _ _ _ .82
Salt Creek - -  . - 0.0
Weeping Water - - - 1.5
Glendale - - - 3.6
Onapolis - - - 4.1
Omaha 5.7 3*2 6.7 1.1
Buchanan, - 24. 3 7.0
North Bend - - 1.0 1.0
Columbus — — — 2.0
Jaloppa City - - - 1.7
Fremont - — — 2.4
El Dorado - — — 1.0
Monroe - — — 1.0
Genoa - - - 1.0
Mean Sex Ratios
Nebraska Territory
1854 12.3
1855 7.1
I856 5.9
1860 1.4
During the four year census interval (I856-I860), sex 
ratios diminished for most enumeration points. Declines in 
sex ratios* over the six-year study period indicate a general 
decrease of about five males twenty-one or over, who were 
presumed to be single, for every female sixteen or over, 
also presumed to be single.
CHAPTER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Between the initial settlement years of 185**-1860, 
Nebraska's native born farm population increased from 1,91** 
to approximately 8,265 people in farm families, and farm 
household heads increased from 508 to approximately 1,9^6 
individuals.^ In 185** sixty-five percent of Nebraskans 
population was in farm families; by I860 numbers in farm 
families had declined to twenty-eight percent of the ter­
ritory's population.
Farmers with no dependents, many of whom might be presumed 
to be single men, declined as Nebraska gained settlers. In 
185**. 28 percent of male farm household heads over twenty-one 
had no additional family members. The farm population in 
i860 listed 6 percent of male household heads as having no 
dependents.
A hypothesis was tested which stated that total propor­
tions of farm migrants could have been related to the distance 
of their state of birth. Best fit lines and correlation 
coefficients indicated a very weak association between total 
numbers of farm migrants and the distances to their states 
of birth. A better association between distances migrants
^With the realization that various returns were lost.
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travelled and total numbers of migrants was obtained by 
using birth places of children (from the I860 census) as an 
indication of prior residence of farm migrants. By using 
children's birth places, the student surmised that, for 
every one hundred miles increasing distance away from the 
geographical center of Douglas County, Nebraska, farm house­
hold head numbers declined by approximately fifteen individuals.
Settlement patterns in early Nebraska are not ,as clear 
cut as patterns indicated in studies of earlier mid-western 
frontiers, but were discernable* and could be related to 
the national transportation network of 1850-1860. Generally 
New Englanders and New Yorkers initially settled in greater 
numbers in the northern-most census enumeration districts; 
farmers from the upper south and border states settled in 
greater numbers at southern enumeration points in Nebraska 
and migrants from the Old Northwest territories were dis­
persed throughout all districts.
Throughout the six year study period surpluses of 
inferred single males over 21 to inferred single females over 
16 in the territory diminished as sex ratios declined from 
a mean of 12.3 (185*0 to a mean of 1.^3 (i860). Male sur­
pluses at enumeration points on the frontier's fringe declined 
as the territory became more settled. Initially (185*0 large 
surpluses existed at enumeration points on the frontier's
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fringe, but, by i860, such surpluses were greatly reduced at 
enumeration points within all portions of the territory.
The agricultural frontier in Nebraska territory had a 
strong family orientation from the beginning. Ages of farm 
household heads as taken from the I860 Federal Census of 
Population, averaged in the early to middle thirty-year 
age category? ages of farm wives averaged around the late 
twenties to early thirties; children’s average ages ranged 
between five and nine years.
Thirty-four percent of the farm household heads present 
in 1854 persisted to the 1855 census; 43 percent of the 1855 
farm household heads persisted to 1856 and 43 percent of those 
present in 1856 persisted four years to the i860 census. It 
appears that persistence rates increased over the six-year 
study period.
An attempt was made to relate family sizes to persis­
tence rates by best fit line and correlation coefficient 
analysis. The analysis did not reveal a consistent trend 
which would indicate that family size was a significant 
variable affecting persistence. Information on other factors 
that might have affected persistence was not available in 
the 1854, 1855 and I856 censuses.
Although these early-day census reports contain a 
great deal of information, it has been demonstrated that 
one needs supplemental data from other sources in order to 
reconstruct frontier demographic conditions. From data
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presented in this study, it is apparent that the population 
characteristics of the Nebraska frontier between 1856 and 
i860 were similar in many respects to population characteristics 
of other frontier areas in other places and other times.
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